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POST-MODERNISM AND THE CHURCH

The church today is filled with people who are advocating post-modern ideas. Some of them do it
self-consciously and deliberately, but most do it unwittingly. (Having imbibed too much of the spirit of
the age, they are simply regurgitating worldly opinion.) The evangelical movement as a whole, still
recovering from its long battle with modernism, is not prepared for a new and different adversary.
Many Christians have therefore not yet recognized the extreme danger posed by post-modernist
thought.

Post-modernism's influence has clearly infected the church already. Evangelicals are toning down
their message so that the gospel's stark truth-claims don't sound so jarring to the post-modern ear.
Many shy away from stating unequivocally that the Bible is true and all other religious systems and
world-views are false. Some who call themselves Christians have gone even further, purposefully
denying the exclusivity of Christ and openly questioning His claim that He is the only way to God.

The biblical message is clear. Jesus said, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me" (John 14:6). The apostle Peter proclaimed to a hostile audience, "Nor is
there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we
must be saved." The apostle John wrote, "He who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the
wrath of God abides on him" (John 3:36). Again and again, Scripture stresses that Jesus Christ is the
only hope of salvation for the world. "For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men,
the Man Christ Jesus" (1 Timothy 2:5). Only Christ can atone for sin, and therefore only Christ can
provide salvation. "And this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His
Son. He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life" (1 John
5:11-12).

Those truths are antithetical to the central tenet of post-modernism. They make exclusive, universal
truth-claims declaring Christ the only true way to heaven and all other belief-systems erroneous. That
is what Scripture teaches. It is what the true church has proclaimed throughout her history. It is the
message of Christianity. And it simply cannot be adjusted to accommodate post-modern sensitivities.

Instead, many Christians simply pass over the exclusive claims of Christ in embarrassed silence.
Even worse, some in the church—including a few of evangelicalism's best-known leaders — have
begin to suggest that perhaps people can be saved apart from knowing Christ.

Christians cannot capitulate to post-modernism without sacrificing the very essence of our faith. The
Bible's claim that Christ is the only way of salvation is certainly out of harmony with the post-modern
notion of "tolerance." But it is, after all, just what the Bible plainly teaches. And the Bible—not post-
modern opinion—is the supreme authority for the Christian. The Bible alone should determine what
we believe and proclaim to the world. We cannot waver on this, no matter how much this post-



modern world complains that our beliefs make us "intolerant."
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