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Then Peter answered and said to Him, “Behold, we have left everything and followed You; what then
will there be for us?” And Jesus said to them, “Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in
the regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” (19:27–28)
With hope perhaps tinged with uncertainty, Peter ventured to ask Jesus, “Behold, we have left
everything and followed You; what then will there be for us?” “We came on Your terms, didn’t we?”
he said in effect. “Do we thereby qualify for eternal life? The rich young ruler refused to surrender his
possessions and his life to You, and he forfeited the kingdom. But we forsook our jobs, our families,
our friends, and everything else we had in order to be Your disciples. We have repented of our sins
and surrendered to Your lordship. Just as You commanded, we have denied ourselves and taken up
our crosses for your sake. Doesn’t that qualify us for a place in Your kingdom?”

Peter was speaking for all of the Twelve, because he had no suspicion of Judas’s betrayal. As that
false disciple would soon make evident, he had not forsaken everything for Christ but was instead
seeking to use Him for his own ends. He expected Jesus to overthrow Rome and set up His own
earthly kingdom, with the disciples given the highest places of honor and power. Judas was much
further from the kingdom than the rich young ruler, who at least knew he needed eternal life and had
a certain desire for it. Judas, on the other hand, was totally concerned with his present, earthly life.

But the rest of the Twelve, despite their small faith and slowness to understand Jesus’ teaching, had
truly given themselves to Him. They shared with Judas many of the common Jewish misconceptions
about the Messiah and His kingdom. They may still have been expecting Him to establish the
kingdom during their lifetimes and therefore could not bring themselves to accept the idea of His
suffering and death. But they nevertheless continued to follow and obey Him. As Peter had declared
in behalf of the Twelve, “You have words of eternal life. And we have believed and have come to
know that You are the Holy One of God” (John 6:68–69).

Although Peter and the others were still confused about much of Jesus’ message and mission, they
knew they truly belonged to Him and that He truly loved them and would not forsake them. They
were certain He had something divinely good in store for them, even if they had a distorted idea of
what it was. Peter therefore asked to hear from Jesus’ own lips concerning what then will there be for
us? “What are the benefits of Your kingdom for us?” they wanted to know “What do we have to look
forward to as Your disciples?”

Some have criticized Peter for his expectation of blessing and reward. But Jesus gave no hint of

dissatisfaction with the question. Instead, He acknowledged that they were indeed His true and
sincere disciples, referring to them as you who have followed Me. The Greek aorist participle
characterizes them as His followers.
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