Grace to You :: Unleashing God's Truth, One Verse at a Time
Does the Bible Contain Errors?
Scripture: 2 Timothy 3
Code: BQ31811

All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for
training in righteousness; that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good
work. (2 Timothy 3:16–17)
The first predicate adjective that describes Scripture, namely, its being inspired by God, focuses on
the authority of His written Word. Theopneustos (inspired by God) literally means, “breathed out by
God,” or simply, “God-breathed.” God sometimes breathed His words into the human writers to be
recorded much as dictation. He said to Jeremiah: “Behold, I have put My words in your mouth” (Jer.
1:9). But, as clearly seen in Scripture itself, God’s divine truth more often flowed through the minds,
souls, hearts, and emotions of His chosen human instruments. Yet, by whatever means, God divinely
superintended the accurate recording of His divinely breathed truth by His divinely chosen men. In a
supernatural way, He has provided His divine Word in human words that any person, even a child,
can be led by His Holy Spirit to understand sufficiently to be saved.
It is of utmost importance to understand that it is Scripture that is inspired by God, not the men
divinely chosen to record it. When speaking or writing apart from God’s revelation, their thoughts,
wisdom, and understanding were human and fallible. They were not inspired in the sense that we
commonly use that term of people with extraordinary artistic, literary, or musical genius. Nor were
they inspired in the sense of being personal repositories of divine truth which they could dispense at
will. Many human authors of Scripture penned other documents, but none of those writings exist
today, and, even if discovered, they would not carry the weight of Scripture.
Many men who wrote Scripture, such as Moses and Paul, were highly trained in human knowledge
and wisdom, but that learning was not the source of the divine truth they recorded. David was a highly
gifted poet, and that gift doubtless is reflected in the beauty of his psalms, but it was not the source of
the divine truths revealed in those psalms.
Scripture first of all and above all is from God and about God, His self-revelation to fallen mankind.
From Genesis through Revelation, God reveals His truth, His character, His attributes, and His divine
plan for the redemption of man, whom He made in His own image. He even foretells the eventual
redemption of the rest of His creation, which “also will be set free from its slavery to corruption into
the freedom of the glory of the children of God” and which “groans and suffers the pains of childbirth
together until now” (Rom. 8:21–22).

The Bible is not a collection of the wisdom and insights of men, even of godly men. It is God’s truth,
His own Word in His own words. The psalmist declared, “Forever, O Lord, Thy word is settled in
heaven” (Ps. 119:89). God’s Word is divinely revealed to men on earth and divinely authenticated in
heaven. Peter declares unequivocally, “Know this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture is a matter
of one’s own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever made by an act of human will, but men moved
by the Holy Spirit spoke from God” (2 Peter 1:20–21).Those God-given, humanly recorded words
became God’s written Word, inerrant and authoritative as originally given. Propheteia (“prophecy”) is
not used here in the sense of prediction but in its basic and broader meaning of speaking forth, of
proclaiming a message. It carries the same inclusive idea as “the oracles of God,” with which ancient
Israel had the marvelous privilege of being entrusted (Rom. 3:2). “Interpretation” (2 Peter 1:20b)
translates epilusis, which refers to something that is released, sent out, or sent forth. In this verse the
Greek noun is a genitive of source, indicating origin. In other words, no message of Scripture was
originated and sent forth by men’s own wisdom and will. Rather, the godly men through whom
Scripture was revealed and recorded were divinely instructed and carried along by the Holy Spirit.
Scripture is inspired and inerrant in both testaments. All Scripture refers to the New as well as to
the Old Testament. The hieros grammata (“sacred writings”) were the Hebrew Scriptures (The Old
Testament), which Timothy had been taught from childhood (v. 15). Graphe (Scripture), on the other
hand, was commonly used in the early church not only of the Old Testament but also of God’s newly
revealed Word, in what came to be called the New Testament.
Scripture is inspired and inerrant in its words. To deny that all of the Bible is inspired obviously is to
deny that all of the words of Scripture are inspired. Just as obviously, such denial places man as
judge over God’s Word, acknowledging as authentic and binding only those portions which
correspond to one’s personal predispositions. Whether the human judgment about inspiration is made
by a church council, church tradition, or individual preference, it is based on subjective, sin-tainted,
and imperfect knowledge and understanding. When men decide for themselves what to recognize as
true and worthwhile, as meaningful and relevant, they vitiate all authority of Scripture. Even when
they concur with Scripture, the agreement is based on their own human wisdom.
Scripture is inspired and inerrant in everything it teaches and reports. Some scholars maintain that,
because the Bible is not a textbook on such subjects as history, geography, and science, it is inerrant
only when it speaks on spiritual and moral matters. But like those who claim to accept the underlying
divine concepts and principles of Scripture but not its words, these interpreters also determine by
their own resources what is divine and infallible and what is human and fallible. Again, man becomes
the judge of Scripture.
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