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For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be
recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.
(2 Corinthians 5:10)
Believers will not be judged for sin at the judgment seat of Christ. Every sin of every believer was
judged at the Cross, when God “made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might
become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:21). At the cross “Christ redeemed us from the
curse of the Law, having become a curse for us” (Gal. 3:13). As our substitute, “He Himself bore our
sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness” (1 Peter 2:24);
“He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right hand of God” (Heb. 10:12;
cf. Eph. 1:7; 4:32; 1 John 2:1–2). Because of His atoning sacrifice on our behalf, “There is now no
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.… Who is the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is
He who died, yes, rather who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us”
(Rom. 8:1, 34). But though salvation is not by works, works are the inevitable result of true salvation.
Philip Hughes comments,
It is worth remembering that a passage like this shows that, so far from there being discord, there is
an essential agreement between the teaching of Paul and that of James on the subject of faith and
works. The justification of the sinner, it is true, is by faith in Christ and not by works of his own; but the
hidden root of faith must bring forth the visible fruit of good works. This fruit is expected by Christ, for
it brings glory to the Father and is evidence to the world of the dynamic reality of divine grace. And it
is especially in the bearing of much fruit that the Father is glorified (Jn. 15:8). (The Second Epistle to
the Corinthians, 183. Italics in original.)
Judgment seat translates bema, which, in its simplest definition, describes a place reached by steps,
or a platform. The Septuagint (the Greek translation of the Old Testament) uses it that way in
Nehemiah 8:4. In Greek culture bema referred to the elevated platform on which victorious athletes
received their crowns, much like the medal stand in the modern Olympic games. In the New
Testament it was used of the judgment seats of Pilate (Matt. 27:19; John 19:13), Herod (Acts 12:21),
and Festus (Acts 25:6, 10, 17). There was also a bema at Corinth, where unbelieving Jews
unsuccessfully accused Paul before the Roman proconsul Gallio (Acts 18:12, 16, 17). A person was
brought before a bema to have his or her deeds examined, in a judicial sense for indictment or
exoneration, or for the purpose of recognizing and rewarding some achievement. Writing to the

Romans of this same event, Paul described it as “the judgment seat [bema] of God” (Rom. 14:10).
God the Father is the ultimate Judge, but He has “given all judgment to the Son” (John 5:22).
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