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"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God" (Matt. 5:9).
People often define peace as the absence of conflict, but God sees it differently. The absence of
conflict is merely a truce, which might end overt hostilities but doesn't resolve the underlying issues. A
truce simply introduces a cold war, which often drives the conflict underground, where it smolders
until erupting in physical or emotional disaster.
James 3:17 says, "The wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable." Godly wisdom, purity, and
peace go hand- in-hand. Peace is wisdom in action and is never established at the expense of
righteousness. It brings righteousness to bear on the situation, seeking to eliminate the source of
conflict and create right relationships. Feuding parties will know true peace only when they are willing
to admit that their bitterness and hatred is wrong and humbly seek God's grace to make things right.
Some people equate peacemaking with evading issues, but true peace can be very confrontive. In
Matthew 10:34 Jesus says, "Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to
bring peace, but a sword." That may seem to contradict Matthew 5:9, but it doesn't: Jesus knew that
sinful people have to be confronted with the truth before they can experience peace. That can be a
painful and difficult process because people usually have a hostile reaction to the gospel before they
finally embrace it. Even believers will sometimes react negatively when confronted with God's truth.
Being a biblical peacemaker has its price. You can expect to upset unbelievers who openly oppose
God's Word as well as believers who compromise its truth for the sake of maintaining "peace" among
people of differing doctrinal persuasions. Some will call you narrow-minded and divisive for dealing
with controversial issues. Some will misunderstand your motives or even attack you personally. But
that's been the path of every true peacemaker-- including our Lord Himself. Take heart and be
faithful. Your efforts to bring peace show that you are a child of God.
Suggestions for Prayer:
• Ask God for the boldness never to compromise His truth.
• Pray for those you know who are suffering for the sake of the gospel.
For Further Study:
Read Luke 12:51-53, noting how the gospel can bring division even among families.
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