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October 22 - Spiritual Resurrection: Purpose and Power

“‘Those who hear will live. For just as the Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also
to have life in Himself’”(John 5:25–26).
Those who experience spiritual resurrection will receive abundant (10:10), everlasting life. But the
only ones who “will live” are “those who hear” in the sense of true faith and obedience to the gospel.
“My sheep hear My voice,” Jesus declared, “and I know them, and they follow Me” (10:27). Believers
are those who have both the spiritual faculty and duty to respond to divine revelation. In contrast, the
lost do not hear Christ’s voice; they are not saved and thus do not understand or obey it (8:43, 47;
12:47; 14:24), and hence will not live spiritually.
The Son can give life (v. 21) because, like the Father, He “has life in Himself.” No one can give to
others what he himself lacks; thus no sinful human being can generate for himself eternal life. God
alone possesses it, and He grants it through His Son to whomever He wills.
Those who deny His deity twist Jesus’ statement about the Father giving life to the Son into a claim
that He was created and thus inferior to the Father. Such is not the case, however. John has already
stated in the prologue to his gospel that the Son possessed life in Himself from all eternity (1:4).
When He became a man, our Lord voluntarily gave up the independent use of His divine attributes
(Phil. 2:6–7). But the Father granted Him the authority to give life (both physical and spiritual) even
during the self-limiting condescension of His earthly ministry.

Ask Yourself
What’s the motivation behind those who try to downplay Jesus’ divinity? What are they trying to avoid
admitting or dealing with? What would you say to those who claim that doctrines like these are
unimportant and nonessential?
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