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April 29 - Jesus and Non-Retaliation: Property

“‘Give to him who asks of you, and do not turn away from him who wants to borrow from
you’”(Matthew 5:42).
Secular people also hold tightly to the concept that property rights are sacred. But such self-centered
possessiveness is merely another symptom of humanity’s sinfulness. Even believers forget that
whatever they have belongs to God and that they are simply stewards of their wealth.
We do have certain legal rights in most countries to manage property as we wish. But we must be
willing to sacrifice those rights on the altar of Christian obedience and submission (cf. Rom. 12:1–2).
Whenever someone wants to borrow something of ours, we ought to willingly allow him or her to do
so. That person might well have a genuine need, which only we can meet.
The Lord implies here that His disciples should offer to give as soon as they sense a need, not
waiting to be asked. And He is not referring to our grudgingly donating, but to generous giving that
springs from a loving desire to help. Our attitude should be far more than a token charity that merely
wants to salve an uneasy conscience.
Christ’s words do not intend to undercut civil justice, but to destroy human selfishness, which is sin
and does not belong in the hearts of true Christians. In truth, the only persons who do not selfishly or
vengefully cling to their property rights are those who have died to self (cf. Gal. 2:20). The faithful
believer lives for Christ and if necessary surrenders all his or her rights and dies for Him (Rom. 14:8).
Ask Yourself
Again, since we cannot give away everything we have, how do we deal with the requirement of
adhering to this Christian command while also using sound judgment, being good stewards of our
God-given resources?
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