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March 28 - Shining the Light

“‘Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and
glorify your Father who is in heaven’”(Matthew 5:16).
Letting our “light shine before men” allows them to see our “good works,” the beauty the Lord has
worked in us. To see good works by us is to see Christ in us. That’s why Jesus says, “Let your light
shine.” It is not something we create or make up, but something we allow the Lord to do through us. It
is God’s light; our choice is whether to hide it or let it shine.
We allow God’s light to shine through us so God will receive the praise. Our intent should be that in
what we are and what we do, others may see God and “glorify [our] Father who is in heaven.”
Our good works should magnify God’s grace and power. That is the supreme calling of life: glorifying
God. Everything we do is to cause others to give praise to God, the source of all that is good. The
way we live ought to lead those around us to glorify our heavenly Father.
However, when what we do causes people to be attracted to us rather than to God, to see our human
character rather than His divine character, we can be sure that what they see is not His light. Make
sure your deeds point people to God, the author of those deeds.
Ask Yourself
As we’ve seen before, some will respond to your good deeds with derision and persecution, but
others will shower praise on you for your acts of Christian character. How do you respond to those
who give you credit for your servant’s heart and faithful obedience? How do you deflect that praise to
God so it doesn’t nestle down in your own heart?
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