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September 29 - The Offer of Salvation

“‘For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall
not perish, but have eternal life. For God did not send the Son into the world to judge the world, but
that the world might be saved through Him’”(John 3:16–17).
God’s gracious gift of salvation is freely available to whoever believes in Christ. The free offer of the
gospel is broad enough to encompass the vilest sinner (1 Tim. 1:15), yet narrow enough to exclude
all who reject Christ (John 3:18). But to those who come to Him on His terms, Jesus said, “The one
who comes to Me I will certainly not cast out” (John 6:37)—they will never perish.
To “perish” is to face God’s eternal judgment. It is true that “God did not send the Son into the world
to judge the world.” Jesus Himself declared in John 12:47, “I did not come to judge the world, but to
save the world.” Yes, God will ultimately judge those who reject His Son, but this was not the mission
of the Son in His first coming.
Furthermore, the point of Jesus’ coming was not to redeem Israel and condemn the Gentiles, “but
that the world might be saved through Him.” God’s gracious offer of salvation extended beyond Israel
to all mankind. Once again, Nicodemus should have known this, for in the Abrahamic covenant God
declared, “I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all
the families of the earth will be blessed” (Gen. 12:3). Gentile salvation was always God’s purpose.

Ask Yourself
Are you ever troubled that your salvation is perhaps still in doubt, eligible for recall if you don’t toe a
certain line or achieve a base level of righteousness? Take heart in the promise that coming to Christ
equates to never being “cast out.”
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