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April 25 - A Perspective on Non-Retaliation

“‘You have heard that it was said, “An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth.” But I say to you,
do not resist an evil person’”(Matthew 5:38–39).
Christians are to “resist the devil” (James 4:7; cf. 1 Peter 5:9) and all that his evil world system stands
for (Matt. 6:13; Rom. 12:9; 1 Thess. 5:22). This proves that, although Jesus refuted the Jewish
leaders’ wrong teaching that people should take revenge in personal matters, our Lord did not teach
that His followers simply had to tolerate all sorts of sinful misconduct and evil.
The resistance of evil and wrong, if done properly, will occur within the church. Jesus’ instruction on
church discipline concludes with this command: “If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church;
and if he refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector” (Matt.
18:17; cf. 1 Tim. 5:20). A sinning member who rejects one-on-one reproof as well as reproof from two
or three others and from the entire church must be excluded from the fellowship. Concerning
unrepentant immorality in the church, Paul instructed—quoting the Old Testament—“Remove the
wicked man from among yourselves” (1 Cor. 5:13).
In contrast to this, Jesus clarifies that His followers must not resist or take vengeance regarding
supposed harm done to them personally. Such retaliation has no place in society at large, much less
among Christians. Paul later wrote, “Never pay back evil for evil to anyone” (Rom. 12:17; cf. v. 19).
Instead, God calls us to overcome others’ bad treatment of us by doing good to them (Rom. 12:21).
Ask Yourself
What are the main reasons for this kind of rebuke and discipline? What are its goals and objectives?
When do circumstances become necessary to perform it?
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