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The Master's Men

"The names of the twelve apostles are these: The first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his
brother; and James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and
Matthew the tax-gatherer; James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus; Simon the Zealot, and Judas
Iscariot, the one who betrayed Him" (Matt. 10:2-4).
God uses unqualified people to accomplish His purposes.
We live in a qualification-conscious society. Almost everything you do requires you to meet someone
else's standards. You must qualify to purchase a home, buy a car, get a credit card, or attend college.
In the job market, the most difficult jobs require people with the highest possible qualifications.
Ironically, God uses unqualified people to accomplish the world's most important task: advancing the
kingdom of God. It has always been that way: Adam and Eve plunged the human race into sin. Lot
got drunk and committed incest with his own daughters. Abraham doubted God and committed
adultery. Jacob deceived his father. Moses was a murderer. David was too, as well as an adulterer.
Jonah got upset when God showed mercy to Nineveh. Elijah withstood 850 false priests and
prophets, yet fled in terror from one woman—Jezebel. Paul murdered Christians. And the list goes on
and on.
The fact is, no one is fully qualified to do God's work. That's why He uses unqualified people. Perhaps
that truth is most clearly illustrated in the twelve disciples, who had numerous human frailties,
different temperaments, different skills, and diverse backgrounds, yet Christ used them to change the
world.
This month you will meet the disciples one by one. As you do, I want you to see that they were
common men with a very uncommon calling. I also want you to observe the training process Jesus
put them through, because it serves as a pattern for our discipleship as well.
I pray you will be challenged by their strengths and encouraged by the way God used them despite
their weaknesses and failures. He will use you too as you continue yielding your life to Him.
Suggestions for Prayer

Memorize Luke 6:40. Ask God to make you more like Christ.
For Further Study
Read 2 Timothy 1:3-5, noting the weaknesses Timothy may have struggled with, and how Paul
encouraged him. How might Paul's words apply to you?
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