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Drawing Near (12-2-2016)

Jesus: Our Great High Priest

"The point in what has been said is this: we have such a high priest, who has taken His seat at the
right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens" (Heb. 8:1).

Since Jesus serves as our High Priest, we have access to God.
Access to God was always a problem for the Jewish people. Exodus 33:20 declares that no man can
see God and live. Once each year, on the great Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur), the Jewish high
priest entered into the Holy of Holies, where God's presence dwelt in a unique sense, to approach
God on behalf of the people.
God's covenant with Israel was the basis for their communion with Him. And the sacrificial system
that accompanied the Old Covenant gave the people an outward act to represent their inner
repentance. But their sacrifices were incessant because their sin was incessant. They needed a
perfect priest and sacrifice to provide access to God permanently. That's exactly what Jesus was
and did.
Hebrews 10 says that Jesus offered His body as a sacrifice for mankind's sins once for all, then sat
down at the right hand of the Father (vv. 10, 12). That was a revolutionary concept to Jewish
thinking. A priest on duty could never sit down because his work was never done. But Jesus
introduced a new and wonderful element into the sacrificial system: one sacrifice, offered once,
sufficient for all time. That was the basis of the New Covenant.
Our Lord's priesthood is permanent and perpetual: "Because He abides forever, [He] holds His
priesthood permanently. Hence, also, He is able to save forever those who draw near to God through
Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them" (Heb. 7:24-25). That's the central
message of the book of Hebrews.
It wasn't easy for the Jewish people to accept the need for a new covenant. Most rejected Christ
outright. Similarly, many people today reject His priesthood, supposing they can gain access to God
on their own terms. But they're tragically mistaken. Jesus Himself said, "No one comes to the Father,
but through Me" (John 14:6).

Suggestion for Prayer
Praise God for receiving you into His presence through His Son, Jesus Christ.

For Further Study
Read Hebrews 10:19-25, noting how God wants you to respond to Christ's priesthood.
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