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Weltanschauung.1 What is it? Everyone has one. It colors the way all people interpret life. It triggers
the decisions one makes, not to mention driving one's responses. It comes in many varieties.
Philosophy, science, culture and/or religion generally make the dominant contributions to it. What is
it? It is the personal worldview of each living individual.
What is a worldview? A worldview comprises one's collection of presuppositions, convictions and
values from which a person tries to understand and make sense out of the world and life. “A
worldview is a conceptual scheme by which we consciously or unconsciously place or fit everything
we believe and by which we interpret and judge reality.”2 “A worldview is, first of all, an explanation
and interpretation of the world and second, an application of this view to life.”3
How does one form a worldview? Where does one begin? Every worldview starts with
presuppositions-i.e., beliefs that one presumes to be true without supporting independent evidence
from other sources or systems. Interpreting reality, in part or in whole, requires that one adopt an
interpretative stance since there is no “neutral” thought in the universe. This becomes the foundation
upon which one builds.
What are the presuppositions of a Christian worldview that is solidly rooted and grounded in
Scripture? Carl F. H. Henry, an important Christian thinker in the last half of the twentieth century,
answers the question very simply: “…evangelical theology dares harbor one and only one
presupposition: the living and personal God intelligibly known in his revelation.” 4 Without
equivocation, Dr. Henry forthrightly and clearly believes [believed] that “Our theological systems are
not infallible, but God's propositional revelation is.”5 Ronald Nash approaches the question in a
similar manner: “Human beings and the universe in which they reside are the creation of God who
has revealed himself in Scripture.”6
What is the Christian worldview?7 The following definition is offered as a working model:
The Christian worldview sees and understands God the Creator and His creation-i.e., man and the
world-primarily through the lens of God's special revelation, the Holy Scriptures, and secondarily
through God's natural revelation in creation as interpreted by human reason and reconciled by and
with Scripture, for the purpose of believing and behaving in accord with God's will and, thereby,
glorifying God with one's mind and life, both now and in eternity.
What essentially distinguishes the Christian worldview from other worldviews? At the heart of the
matter, a Christian worldview contrasts with competing worldviews in that it: 1) recognizes that God

is the unique source of all truth, and 2) relates all truth back to an understanding of God and His
purposes for this life and the next. Arthur Holmes superbly summarizes the unique implications of a
Christian worldview when relating absolute truth to God.
1. To say that truth is absolute rather than relative means that it is unchanging and universally the
same.
2. Truth is absolute not in or of itself but because it derives ultimately from the one, eternal God. It is
grounded in his “metaphysical objectivity,” and that of his creation.
3. Absolute propositional truth, therefore, depends on the absolute personal truth (or fidelity) of God,
who can be trusted in all he does and says.8
Are there any common misperceptions about the Christian worldview, especially by Christians?
There are at least two mistaken notions. The first is that a Christian view of the world and life will
differ on all points from other worldviews. While this is not always true (e.g., all worldviews accept the
law of gravity), the Christian worldview will differ and will be unique on the most important points,
especially as they relate to the character of God, the nature and value of Scripture, and the
exclusivity of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. The second is that the Bible contains all that we need
to know. Common sense should put this misdirected thought out of business. However, it is true that
the Bible alone contains all that Christians need to know about their spiritual life and godliness
through a knowledge of the one true God, which is the highest and most important level of
knowledge (2 Peter 1:2-4). Also, while it does not exhaustively address every field, when Scripture
speaks in any subject area, it speaks authoritatively.
A Christian worldview provides a framework by which 1) to understand the world and all of its reality
from God's perspective and 2) to order one's life accordingly to God's will.
What should be the ultimate goal of embracing the Christian worldview? Why is the Christian
worldview worth recovering? Listen to Jeremiah,who passes along God's direct answer.
Thus says the Lord: “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his
might, let not the rich man boast in his riches, but let him who boasts boast in this, that he
understands and knows me, that I am the LORD who practices steadfast love, justice, and
righteousness in the earth. For in these things I delight, declares the LORD. Jeremiah 9:23-24
Abridged from Think Biblically! edited by John MacArthur, copyright 2003, pages 13-17. Used by
permission of Crossway Books, a ministry of Good News Publishers, Wheaton, Illinois 60187,
www.crossway.com.

Footnotes
1. The German word translated “worldview.” Back
2. Nash, Ronald H., Faith and Reason, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, p. 24, 1988. Back

3. Phillips, W. Gary, and Brown, Williams E., Making Sense of Your World from a Biblical Viewpoint,
Moody Press, Chicago, p. 29, 1991. Back
4. Henry, Carl F. H., God, Revelation and Authority, Vol. 1, God Who Speaks and Shows, Word,
Waco, Texas, p. 212, 1976. Back
5. Henry, Carl, F. H., Fortunes of the Christian World View, Trinity Journal 19:168, 1998. Back
6. Nash, p. 47. He gives the same answer in Worldviews in Conflict, Zondervan, Grand Rapids, p.
52, 1992. Back
7. For a brief history of the Christian worldview in general and the recent spiritual climate in America,
see Henry, Fortunes, 163-176 and The vagrancy of the American spirit, Faculty Dialogue 22 (Fall
1994):5-18. Historically speaking, James Orr is generally credited as the first modern theologian to
organize Christian thought around the core idea of “worldview,” in The Christian View of God and the
World A. Elliot, Edinburgh, 1893; reprint, William B. Eerdmans, Grand Rapids,1948. Back
8. Homes, Arthur F., All Truth Is God's Truth, William B. Eerd mans, Grand Rapids, p. 37, 1977. Back
9. This suggestive list has been adapted from Sire, James, Discipleship of the Mind, IVP, Downers
Grove, Illinois, pp. 30-31, 1990 and The Universe Next Door, 2nd ed., IVP, Downers Grove, Illinois,
p. 18, 1968. Back

Available online at: http://www.gty.org
COPYRIGHT (C) 2017 Grace to You
You may reproduce this Grace to You content for non-commercial purposes in accordance with
Grace to You's Copyright Policy (http://www.gty.org/connect/copyright).

