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Our Father, we really do thank You today for this morning and this opportunity of another day to use

for Your glory, to be fruitful in that You might be praised.  We thank You for those who have come this

morning, anticipating further exposure to truth, a further understanding of the basics of the Christian

experience and we pray, Father, that You'll reward them with a joyous time, that You'll make them

happy and blessed because they've been here that they might go out and bear fruit.  We thank You

for calling us together into the body of Christ to minister to one another, to serve You and to reach the

world with the news that has so changed our lives.  May our study this morning help us to better be

able to do that.  We pray in Christ's name.  Amen.
 
 

Okay, our session number one, we're going to talk about how to function in the body of Christ.  All

right, we're talking about how to function in the body, this is our session number three.  If you want to

pull that sheet out and look along with it.  How to function in the body of Christ.
 

Now there's a very important verse in the Bible that would be the place to start and that would be 1

Corinthians chapter 12 and verse 13.  "For by one Spirit were we all baptized into one body."  The

moment you received Jesus Christ as Savior, you were placed into the body of Christ.  Whether we

be Jews or Greeks, bond or free, and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.  When you became

a Christian, you were placed...and that's what the baptizing of the Holy Spirit means, you were

baptized or placed in to the body of Christ.  It's like baptism means dipping somebody under, or

putting somebody into.  You were put into the body of Christ.  You became a member of the body of

Christ.  That's synonymous with the concept of the church.  You became a member of the church of

Christ.  You may not join a local church yet, you may not have an official membership in a local

church, but the moment you were saved you became a member of the church of Christ's body.  And

that's one of the terms used for the church.
 

The Bible uses several terms for the church.  It calls us a flock, Christ is the Shepherd.  It calls us

branches and He is the vine.  It calls us subjects of a Kingdom and He is the King.  It calls us children

in a family and He is the Father.  There are many metaphors for the church but one of them, and the

very unique one, is the concept of the body, that we are members of the body of Christ.
 

Now when we came into the family we came into that body.  And 1 Corinthians 12:14 says, "The body

is not one member but many."  So we're all part of the body of Christ.  Now this occurs at your



salvation.  So point number one is to understand your salvation.  It's very important that we

understand what took place when we were saved.
 

Maybe a simple way to approach this would be to have you turn to Ephesians and look with me at

chapter 2.  Chapter 2 verse 11 says, "Wherefore remember that you in time past were heathen in the

flesh," now that's specifically directed to the Christians who were Gentile Christians.  Verse 12 says,

"That at that time you were without Christ, aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, strangers from the

covenants of promise having no hope and without God in the world."  Now that is a picture of an

unbeliever...without Christ, without God, without hope, without promise, empty.
 

But, verse 13, "Now in Christ Jesus ye who once were far off are made near by the blood of Christ."

You once were far off from God, without God, without Christ, without hope, without promise, but in

Christ you have been made near.  "For He is our peace who has made both one and broken down

the middle wall of partition between us."  It's as if you and God were rebels and Christ took the hand

of God and your hand and brought them together.  And often, you know, someone who is mutually

loved by two people can succeed in doing that.  Sometimes you have a mother and a father who

become estranged and a child who is loved by both of them can be the catalyst to bring them back

together.
 

There's a great story that came out of World War II, the French and the Germans were fighting.  The

Germans occupied a farmhouse and the French were trying to take the farmhouse and they were

shooting across a field at each other.  And all of a sudden one of the soldiers screamed out, "Hold

your fire," because there was a little baby crawling across the field.  Somehow it had gotten out of the

farmhouse.  And, of course, the Germans saw the little baby and had the same response.  And the

interesting result of the story was that all the firing ceased and some newspaper reporter when he

wrote down the interesting article in relation to that incident said that a babe had brought peace.  In a

real sense, that's precisely what happened with Jesus Christ.  He came into the world to bring peace

between those who were enemies, God and man.  And the reason we are enemies with God is

because He is holy and we are sinful.  And that estranges us.  And Christ comes and takes the two

parties and brings them together.  He is our peace.  And the metaphor here is it's like breaking down

a wall that was between us.  And it's not just talking about us and God but between Jew and Gentile.
 

Now further on, it says in verse 16, "He desires to reconcile both Jew and Gentile unto God in one

body by the cross."  So Jew and Gentile are brought together and then both of them in the church are

brought together with God.  And the cross accomplishes this.  The cross is the thing, the act which

took away sin and sin was the wall, sin was the barrier between us and God.  And so when the cross

is accomplished and we put our faith in Christ, the barrier is removed, we are brought to God in one

body.  And so the church is all one, whether you're a Baptist, a Presbyterian, Episcopal, a whatever

denomination you might be, if you love the Lord Jesus Christ and you've been born again, you are

one in the body of Christ.  In 1 Corinthians 6:17 it says, "He that is joined to the Lord is one spirit," so



all those who are joined to Christ are one in Christ.
 

Now over in chapter 4 of Ephesians verse 17 tells a little bit about our life before we were Christians,

"This I say therefore and testify in the Lord that you henceforth walked not as other Gentiles walked."

How do other Gentiles walk?  How do unsaved people act?  "In the vanity of their mind, having the

understanding darkened, alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them because

of the blindness of their heart.  They are past feeling, in other words, their consciences no longer

really control them, they have seared their conscience, they've disobeyed it so long it has little effect."

So that's the picture of an unsaved person.  He walks like the heathen in the vanity of his mind, he's

guided by his own thoughts, his understanding is darkened, he can't really know the truth, he is

alienated from the life of God, spiritually dead.  His heart is blind, he has no feeling toward God, etc.

He gives himself over to evil things, to wild kind of living, uncleanness, greediness and all that.
 

"But you have not so learned Christ."  When you receive Christ a whole new life begins.  And all of

that ceases to exist in the newness of life in Christ.  So there's a tremendous transformation.
 

One other passage in Ephesians 2, to look at it, chapter 2 verse 1.  Ephesians 2:1 says, "And you

hath He made alive who were dead in trespasses and sin."  Before you were a Christian you were

dead, not physically dead but spiritually dead.  And when we talk about spiritual death we mean an

inability to respond to God.
 

I remember one day when I was sitting over in my office a little boy came running in and said, "Please

come down the street, my mother needs help, our baby sister just died."  And down here on Roscoe

Boulevard about a half a dozen houses or so I hurried down the street and went in and there was a

little baby, beautiful little baby, I guess maybe about four months old, lying on the bed just blue as it

could be, stone-cold dead.  And the mother was just sobbing and sobbing and sobbing.  And there

was no explanation as far as she knew as to how the baby died and she would kiss the baby and hold

the baby and nothing she could do would make that baby live because physical death is an inability to

respond.  And it served to me as a good illustration because probably the strongest of all affections in

human terms would be the affection of a mother for a child.  That's the most basic kind of affection,

the strongest kind of tie, that mother tied to that very life that came out of her own womb. But all the

love she had and all of that energy that she was giving to that little child was totally unreceived

because death is an inability to respond.  It doesn't matter what the stimulus is, it can't respond.
 

Spiritual death is the same thing.  It is to be unable to respond to God.  It is to have God doing things

and God moving and totally be indifferent, unresponsive to what God is doing, that's spiritual death,

the inability to respond to God.  And that's precisely what Paul is saying.  Before you were a Christian

you were dead in trespasses and sins.  Your life was characterized by the flesh, by the desires of the

flesh, the desires of the mind, verse 3 says, you walked according to the course of the world.

Whatever the world said you did.  You followed the prince of the power of the air, Satan, and you



were totally tuned out to God, as if you were physically dead and couldn't feel the stimulus of a

physical factor, so spiritually dead you can't feel the stimulus of a spiritual reality.
 

That all changed.  Ephesians chapter 2 says and verse 4, "But God who is rich in mercy for His great

love with which He loved us," and, of course, the whole change was begun with God, it was His love

and His mercy, "even when we were dead in sins has...what?...made us alive."  What's the one thing

a dead man needs most?  Life.  And that's precisely what God gives.  And what does he mean by

life? It simply means that he turned on your spiritual sensitivities.  And you became aware of God.

You were able to sense God.  You now walk in the presence of God.  The Scripture starts to mean

something to you.  Prayer means something to you.  A whole new dimension opens up of existence

and that's because you became alive spiritually.  That is you opened up to be able to sense God.
 

So, your salvation then is an awakening into the realm of the presence of God.  When you were

saved you became alive.  Now part of that new life includes you being incorporated in the body of

Christ, a very important concept.  So your salvation then was a great transformation.  You belonged

to the world, you were insensitive to God, all of a sudden by the transformation of salvation you have

been placed in the body of Christ, you've been saved from deadness unto life.  And you can sense

God, you can feel God, you know God, you walk in eternal life.  And incidentally, eternal life isn't a

length of time, eternal life is a kind of living.  And that is the new life that comes in Christ.  So you

understand your salvation and what it did.
 

Now secondly I want you to look a little bit at this idea of understanding your position.  Now that you

are in the body of Christ, now that you are Christian, what does that mean?  Now listen to me.  What

it means is that you are in Christ in the truest sense of the word.  Your position to begin with, (a) is

you are in Christ.  Now I mean that in the most realistic sense.  When God looks at you He sees you,

as it were, incorporated in Christ.  You don't even have any identity apart from Christ.  Now you're like

an embryo, you're like a fetus in a womb, you're like a child not yet born.  When you look at the

mother the child is without personality, the child has no existence of its own, it is totally a part of the

mother.  Well in the spiritual sense when God looks at you He sees you only in Christ.  You don't

even exist apart from Christ.  Everything about you is in Christ.  And that's why God can input

righteousness to you because He sees you in Christ.  That's why God can forgive your sin because

He sees you in Christ.  That's why Romans 8 says you are a joint-heir because everything that comes

to Christ comes to you because you are in Christ.  So when you became a Christian you were made

to be identified uniquely in the person of Jesus Christ.  That's a tremendous concept.
 

In 2 Timothy 1:9 it says, "Who has saved us, God who has saved us, called us with a holy calling, not

according to our works but according to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ

Jesus before the world began but is now made manifest by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ."

God even had you in Christ before the world began.  He saw you that way even then, now manifest

since Christ has come.



 

In Ephesians chapter 1, I think it's verse 6, it says this, "God has predestinated us," verse 5, "to the

adoption of sons by Jesus Christ who Himself according to the good pleasure of His will to the praise

of the glory of His grace...listen...through which He has made us accepted."  How?  How has God

made us accepted?  "In the beloved one."  The only way God can accept you is in Christ.  And when

you become a Christian and you receive Christ, you literally become in Christ.  You literally move into

Him, as it were.  And His personality shelters you so that God sees you in Christ.
 

Ephesians 1:17 is really a prayer that you would understand this.  He says, "I pray that the God of our

Lord Jesus Christ the Father of glory may give you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the

knowledge of Him, that the eyes of your understanding would be enlightened, that you would know

what is the hope of His calling and the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints and what is

the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe according to the working of His mighty

power which He wrought in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and set Him on His own right

hand in the heavenly places."  Now what he is saying there is I pray that you will understand what it

means to be in Christ.  It is to inherit all that is His, of the riches and the glory.  It is to inherit all of His,

verse 19, of the power, the mighty power which raised Him from the dead.  Every possession of

Christ and every empowering of Christ becomes ours because we're in Christ.  It's a tremendous

concept.
 

And, of course, this is why we say a believer, for one reason, cannot lose his salvation.  Because that

would be to have Christ lose His salvation and He's God, you're in Christ.  There is security there, you

see.  Your identification is in Him.
 

In Ecclesiastes there is an interesting verse, there's a lot of interesting ones, but one for our thoughts.

Ecclesiastes 3:14, I just point this out because I want you to understand how complete you are in

Christ, "I know that whatsoever God does, it shall be forever."  Now that's a good principle.  If God

does anything it's a forever thing.  "Nothing can be put to it, nor anything taken from it.  And God

doeth it that men should fear before Him."  Now when God does something there is nothing that can

be added to it and there is nothing that could be taken away from it.  That's true of anything.  And it's

even true of your salvation.  If God saved you, that settles it.  It's total, it's complete, you're not half-

saved, three-quarters saved or saved to a point and you've got to add a few little items along the way.

If you're saved, God did it, you can't add anything to it, you can't take anything away from it.  You

became a total Christian the moment you believed.
 

You know, when a baby is born into the world it isn't born like a polliwog, it doesn't come in and all of

a sudden at three months sprouts a right arm and then all of a sudden at six months a leg pops out

and pretty soon you've got a little toad-type thing.  No.  Babies come into the world from the time

they're the tiniest little thing they have all the parts, right?  They have all the parts, the parts just get

bigger.  That's all.  When you become a Christian you're not a spiritual polliwog with just a squiggly



little tail and as you mature you pop out the new parts, you're a total Christian.  The only question is

the process of growing, do you see what I mean?  It's only a process of developing what you already

are because you are complete in Him.  Colossians 2:10 says, "For you are complete in Him."  Second

Peter 1:3 says, "You have all things pertaining to life and godliness," you lack absolutely nothing,

there are no ingredients you don't have, there is nothing missing, you are a totally perfectly formed

baby in Christ.  Now you need to grow and you need to mature those parts to bring them to a place

where they can really operate for maximum effect but no parts are missing.  You are totally complete.

That's a very very important concept.
 

Now because we are in Christ God sees us then in fulfillment of all of His requirements.  Christ came

and fulfilled the whole law.  Since you're in Christ, in the eyes of God you also fulfill the whole law.
 

Now to give you an idea of how this works, there is a white sheet that I handed you and it's called

"Practicing your position."  And I want to show you something that's just very important about it and

then you can take it and study it.  This also is in the book, "The Church, the Body of Christ."  So if you

have the book you'll have it there, too.  You'll notice on the left side of the columns you see all of the

things that you are in Christ.  They're all there.  You are spiritually alive to God, you're dead to sin,

you're forgiven.  How much forgiven are you?  He's forgiven you all your trespasses.  You're

righteous, you're a child of God, you're God's possession, heirs of God, blessed with all spiritual

blessings in the heavenlies, you're heavenly citizens, you're servants of God.  You have new life,

you're free from the law, crucified to the world, you're a light to the world, victorious over Satan, you're

cleansed, you're holy without blame, you're free, you're in Christ, you're secure in Christ, you're

possessors of peace, you're one, you're in grace, you're in fellowship, you're joyful, you're Spirit

indwelt and led.  You're Spirit gifted, you're empowered for service and you have love.  Now that's

pretty exciting, isn't it?  That's who you are.  In the eyes of God that is your position.
 

Now the other column tells you how to live up to your position.  That's your practice.  Since you're

spiritually alive to God, live the life.  Since you're dead to sin, don't give sin any place.  You see, what

you are positionally before God, how God sees you, may be different than how you behave.
 

I remember when I was a little kid, some neighborhood kid, he got me in some bad influence, you

know, he got me to think it was kind of neat deal to smoke a cigar, see.  So I smoked a cigar and I

thought, "Boy, this is really living," you know, big time deal.  So then he decided he would show me

how I could steal things from the dime store.  I was really a great kid, I just got in bad company.

Right?  But anyway, we would up stealing some stuff from Sears.  As we were leaving the store we

got caught by the store detective.  And they put us in jail, the city jail while they called my father who

was playing golf with some deacons.  And...poor guy, he didn't know what was going on.  Anyway, he

came to the jail, he thought it was a mistake and he had the deacons with him, they were coming

back.  It couldn't be my son.  So anyway, it comes that I'm in the cell there sitting there.  So my dad

arrives and he bails me out of there.  And, you know, I remember going to church and my dad was a



preacher and so everybody knew who I was and the word got around about me being in jail and didn't

do a whole lot for my family's image.  But anyway, people used to say to me, "Oh, how could you do

that?  Don't you know who your father is?"  My mother would say, "Don't you realize...don't you

realize how you've dishonored our family?"  "How could you a pastor's son do that?" people would

say.
 

Well, you see, the point was I wasn't living up to my position, you understand?  Because of who I was

there was a certain level demanded of me and I wasn't living up to it.  That's true spiritually.  You look

at column left, that's who you are.  Do you live up to that?  Well that's what you're supposed to do.

Now the Scriptures give us both sides.  There are many Scriptures on our position and there are

many on our experience, or our practice.  And we need to have both.  You need to be consistent.
 

I have a friend who, well he just got traded to the Washington Redskins before that he played football

for the Miami Dolphins, his name is Marvin Fleming, used to be a high school athlete here in L.A. at

Centennial High School.  And he played for about five or six years under Vince Lombardi at the

Green Bay Packers.  And he used to say what was amazing about the years that Lombardi was

coaching, and those were the years they won all kinds of championships, was that people played

beyond their abilities.  There was something about putting on a Packer uniform that threw out of you

more than you even had.  There was something so dignified about being a Green Bay Packer that

you just lived up to the name and the reputation.  There used to be in the great years of the New York

Yankees the same feeling, where they said just to put a Yankee uniform on made you a whole

different ball player.  Well I think, in a sense, that's the idea of being a Christian.  There is a certain

position that we have as Christians that we are to live up to.  And the tragic thing that occurs in a

Christian's life is often your practice doesn't match your position.  You know, and what the Holy Spirit

is saying to you is, "What are you doing acting like that?  Don't you know who you are?  Don't you

know who your Father is?"  So your practice needs to match your position but your position is perfect.

You are in Christ and your position secures you forever.
 

I just finished the manuscript for a book, "The Keys to Spiritual Growth," and in the whole first section

we make this clear distinction that spiritual growth has nothing to do with your position.  Your position

is already perfect.  Spiritual growth occurs in the area of your practice to match your position.  So

that's a very important thing.
 

All right then, understanding your position.  Your position, first of all, is in Christ.  Secondly, since you

are in Christ you are also in the body of Christ, the church.  You have a very important position there,

very important.  And I want to give you a little idea of that by using this overhead.  Of course, at the

center of the church is Christ, the Spirit of Christ.  Christ rules in the church through evangelists and

pastor teachers.  And this is giving you the organization of the church in a circle fashion.  The Spirit of

Christ rules through evangelists and pastor teachers, their ministry is to equip the saints.  The saints

then are equipped by the leaders of the church to minister.  When the saints minister the body of



Christ is edified or built up and the result of that is that the elect are added, people are saved.  Now

this is basically a simple look at the structure of the church.  The heart or the head of the church,

Christ, the Spirit of Christ.  Through the evangelists and pastor teachers, or the elders of the church,

the saints are equipped.  Once the saints are equipped they begin to minister.  Once they begin to

minister the body gets built up and when the body is built up the elect are added, people are saved.

Now that's the structure of the church.
 

Now at this point as a new Christian you fit right in here.  You are a saint.  And your task is to be

equipped, to submit to teaching, as we said yesterday, and the Word of God, and study.  Be equipped

so that you can minister.  For when you minister the body will be built up and other people will be

saved.  Now that's a simple look at the organization of the church.  Our part then is to submit to

teaching and leadership.
 

Now let me take it a step further and show you how the body of Christ works with another little chart

that we have here.  Now we'll let that represent the body of Christ.  And everybody in the body of

Christ, of course, has a place, and all these just represent different parts of the body of Christ,

different individuals.  Now this is what we call unity.  We're all one in Christ.  Everybody is in the body

of Christ.  We're all a part of His body.  But within that body we come to a concept that I want you to

look closely at, I think you probably have it there on your list.  We come to the concept of gifts.

Though we are all one there are diversities of gifts within the body.  And you can see by the little

diagram the idea is that everyone of us has a certain place to fill in the body of Christ and to

ministry..see the little arrows going back and forth...we are all able to minister back and forth the

various spiritual gifts that we have.
 

Now when some of us don't do that, when we don't study the Word of God, we don't recognize our

obligation to other Christians in the body, then we cease to minister. And when we cease to minister

the body of Christ becomes crippled.  And then the testimony of Christ in the world is hindered

because the world doesn't get a true picture.  So where there is unity in the body of Christ there is

also diversity because there are different gifts and there is also, thirdly, mutually, or the multiple

sharing of those various gifts.  Now that just gives you an idea of how the body of Christ works.
 

Let me just talk about that for a minute. We all are possessors of spiritual gifts.  When you were

saved, the Spirit of God deposited with you certain abilities.  And you'll notice on your sheets, you

have one large yellow sheet which gives you the principles of the operation of spiritual gifts and you

have a small white sheet which defines those gifts for you.  So you can just hang on to those and we

want you to become familiar with how spiritual gifts work and what the spiritual gifts are so that you

can have an easy time determining what yours are.
 

Nobody is in the church just to sit there and take it in.  We're all there to mature so that the saints can

minister.  Remember that little part on the diagram?  So that we can minister to one another.  The



word "minister" means serve.  We serve one another with our gifts.
 

Now there are a multiple of gifts just running down the list that you have there.  You have the gift of

prophecy, teaching, faith, wisdom, knowledge, discernment of spirits, mercy, exhortation, giving,

government, ministry, miracles, healings, tongues, interpretation...the last four being temporary sign

gifts.  But those were the gifts given to the early church.  The top group continue even through today.

And those gifts were given for mutual ministry by the saints.  And it's very important that we accept

the ministry that we have been given by God.
 

Now, we believe that every believer has certain gifts, 1 Corinthians chapter 12 again describes this

whole idea.  It says this, "Now there are diversities of gifts but the same Spirit and there are

differences of administrations but the same Lord.  There are diversities of operations but the same

God who works all and all."  What he means there is there are different gifts, step number one.  Now I

may have the gift of teaching, the gift of preaching and you may have the gift of giving.  You may

have the gift of faith.  You may have the gift of showing mercy.  You may have the gift of helps.  You

may also have the gift of teaching.  So there may be various gifts and surely there are among us.
 

Now a gift is a...listen...it is a God-given channel through which the Holy Spirit can minister.  It is not a

human ability.  You can't say "my gift is playing the piano."  That's not a spiritual gift, that's a talent.

Or, "my gift is writing, I can write."  No, that is not your gift, that's an ability that you have, that is not a

spiritual channel through which the Holy Spirit ministers. You may use your writing to express your

gift.  Maybe you have the gift of showing mercy and you can write lovely letters that are kind letters

that help people through times of trouble.  Maybe your gift is the gift of exhortation and you can write

letters that exhort.  Or maybe it's the gift of teaching and you can write books that teach.  But, don't

confuse physical abilities and mental abilities with gifts, they're different things.  Is that clear?  If not,

you can ask a question on that in a little while.  But you have spiritual gifts.
 

Now they're not only different gifts and every believer has them, according to verse 11, "All these

works the one and very same Spirit dividing to every man several as He wills," the Spirit determines

who gets what.  You can't seek for it, you can't earn it, you can't wish for it and receive it, God will

give it to you if that's His plan.  And He puts the gifts together the way He wants for the building of His

church.  But they're not only different gifts, verse 5 says, there are differences of administrations.

There are different ways that those gifts are administrated.
 

For example, in our church we have many people with the gift of teaching, many of them.  But not all

of them stand up here and teach because there are different ways that the same gift can be

administered.  Just using Brad as an illustration.  Brad appears to have the gift of teaching.  I think he

feels that he does and I think we do to.  The way he administers that gift is in a small class of people.

I have the gift of teaching but the way the Spirit has chosen to administer that gift is to a large group

of people so that you have the same gift but different ways that it can be used.  So you don't need to



feel that if you have the gift that somebody else has, you've got to do the same thing they do.  No,

there's just as many diverse administrations as there are gifts, and probably more.
 

And there are diversities of operations.  But everybody in the body of Christ has a gift and I would be

convinced in my own heart from the study of Scripture that everybody in the body of Christ, most

likely, has more than just a gift, although I can't be dogmatic, there may be somebody somewhere

with only one.  But it seems to me that a plurality of gifts seems to be the norm rather than just one.

And the gift at any given point that is used most dominantly may be the one that is most needed in a

given situation.  But all of us have spiritual gifts and those are abilities through which the Holy Spirit

can minister to His body.  My gift isn't for me, it's for you.  My gift of teaching doesn't do me any good,

it does you good.  Your gifts do me good.  You see, it's an interchange.  So those are very important.
 

Now in addition to spiritual gifts and the recognition in the body of Christ that you have to function in

that area, you need to know your gift and you need to use your gift, there is also the area of

fellowship.  It's very important that we understand that we are to fellowship.  Now when we talk about

fellowship we don't always have everybody thinking about the same thing so let me just mention what

it means.  We not only are to minister to one another in spiritual gifts, we're not only to share those

gifts, but fellowship means that we interchange a mutual concern and care for each other.  For

example, the New Testament says, "Confess your faults one to another."  You could just go through

the New Testament, find all the "one anothers."  Edify one another.  Rebuke the one who sins.

Exhort one another.  Restore one another.  Love one another.  Pray for one another.  Build up one

another.  All of those "one anothers" are the responsibility of a Christian to his brother and sister

Christian.  So we not only are to minister our gifts but we are also to express that mutual fellowship

back and forth one to another, a very important thing.
 

So, when you became a Christian you entered the body of Christ.  You are in Christ positionally so

that everything is secured.  And you are perfect positionally.  Your practice needs to come into

harmony with that.  When you became a Christian you were not only in Christ but you were in the

body of Christ.  And as a member of a body you have to function together.  A body that doesn't

cooperate with itself is spastic and it's a dishonored body.  We look at it and we feel pity for it.  A body

that cooperates is a beautiful thing.  We look at an athlete who is well coordinated and skilled and we

say, "Isn't that a tremendous thing to see the development?"  And we are excited about somebody

who is that well coordinated.  Well it's true in the spiritual realm as well.  Our testimony in the world

depends upon what kind of presentation we make of the body of Christ to the world.  A functioning

body that's cooperating where the foot and the hand are doing the things they're supposed to do and

not standing around saying, "I wish I were the nose," so forth and so on, that's the problem of 1

Corinthians 12.  So where there is cooperation there will be witness and effective ministry.
 

And then in addition to the mutual gifts that we use in the body, we are responsible for one another to

make sure we're living the kind of lives we should.  We want to build each other up, pray for one



another, counsel one another, rebuke one another if need be, confess our faults to one another, etc.,

etc., etc.  Those are the responsibilities of the believer in the body.
 

Now the key, the last little thing on your note there, the key to everything, I believe, is love.  Where

love exists in the body of Christ, all these ministries will work.  And I would add, love only exists

where there is humility.  Love only exists where there is true humility.  And we really need to have a

sense of humility and it only comes, I think, from knowing God, knowing Christ.  And when we see

how glorious they are we'll understand how low we are and that's the beginning of real humility.  And

where we're humble we're able to minister to other people.
 

All right, that's just a basic introduction to how you function in the body.  And now we'll throw it open

for some questions for a little while.  So, we'll give it to you at that point.
 

Q:  One thing the body does and we do it together is worship.  Would you explain two things?  What

worship is and why do we do it on Sunday?
 

J:  Worship is simply praising God.  It can take a lot of different forms.  Any way that you praise God

is worship.  I really feel that the two key things in worshiping God would be to extol His character, or

speak of His character.  For example, in the Old Testament they worshiped the Lord by saying, "God

is great and God is wonderful and God is holy and God is righteous and God is a pure God and God

is almighty God."  And any time you recite the character of God, that praises God.  That in a sense is

worship.
 

Another aspect to worship is not just reciting the character of God and thinking on the character of

God and meditating on the character of God but on the works of God.  We worship God when we say,

"God, You're the God who created the world.  You're the God who made man.  You're the God who

parted the Red Sea.  You're the God who led Israel out of Egypt.  You're the God who restored Israel

from Babylon.  You're the God who sent Jesus Christ.  You're the God who raised Him from the dead.

You're the God who gave the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost.  You're the God who has done this

in my life.  You're the God who has built Your church here."  In other words, when you not only extol

His character but His works you are in a true sense worshiping God.  Worship is a simple thing, then,

it's simply our concentration upon the character and the works of God.  And, of course, the heart from

which worship comes must be a pure heart.  God accepts our worship when it comes out of a pure

heart.
 

You can't say, "Well, God, I want to tell You how wonderful You are and how thankful I am for You,"

while you're harboring sin in your life.  That's mocking God.  So worship must come from a pure

heart.  Worship in Scripture can include many things.  It can include reading the Scripture.  We have

illustrations of that.  It can include praying.  Worship can include singing.  Many times in the Old

Testament they worshiped the Lord in song, extolling His character and His mighty works in song or



in prayer or in reading of the Word.
 

Worship can also include the communion table because the communion table exalts the work of God

in Christ on the cross.  It exalts not only His work on the cross but doesn't the communion table

remind us of His love and His forgiveness and His mercy and His grace and all those aspects of His

character?  So the communion table is an act of worship.  You can worship God alone.  You can

worship God with a group.  You can worship God with any size group.  Worship isn't stained glass

windows and organ music, worship is the attitude of your heart praising God for who He is, for what

He has done.
 

Now the reason Christians worship on Sunday is simply because Sunday was the day that the Lord

Jesus rose from the dead.  In the Old Testament they worshiped the Lord on the last day of the week,

the sabbath day as a day of rest.  But when Jesus Christ rose from the dead on the first day of the

week, they began to celebrate the resurrection.  The church was born out of the resurrection.  And

the very next time we see the disciples meeting together, it is on the first day of the week and then

again on the first day of the week.  That became the pattern and all the way through the book of Acts

you begin to see them meeting on the first day of the week.  And this was to commemorate the

resurrection.  The sabbath law of the Old Testament was set aside for Israel for their rest.  It's

interesting that even though it's in the Ten Commandments, the only one of the Ten Commandments

that's never repeated in the New Testament is the commandment to keep the sabbath day.  More

than a day of rest, the Christian's Sunday is a day of remembrance, of Christ's resurrection from the

dead.  And there is plenty of evidence in the New Testament that the early church met for worship,

corporate worship, on the first day of the week and so we accept that.  But that is...that is simply the

traditional day.  Our worship of God should occur all day long every day, seven days a week.  And it

really doesn't matter, you're as much involved in worshiping the Lord today on Saturday morning as

you would be on Sunday morning.  There's nothing sacred particularly about the day, it's simply a day

that was established because of the remembrance of His resurrection.
 

Q:  I'd like two questions.  One is, do...both on spiritual gifts...and I was wondering, are there conflicts

between the different spiritual gifts?
 

J:  By conflict, what do you mean?
 

Q:  I mean, like do you have problems, like if you have an exhorter and a teacher?
 

J:  Well you may have problems.  You have problems wherever you have people, you know.

Wherever we are there are problems.  But the idea of the spiritual gifts is simply that the Lord uses

that gift in a unity, in a unifying way.  For example, your spiritual gift can be operated carnally in the

flesh, then you'll have problems.  But if you're walking in the Spirit and the Spirit is ministering through

you and the Spirit is also ministering through everybody else, then there will be a unity that the same



Spirit will create.  But there will come discord.
 

For example, we find often that a person will have a problem and you'll get three different people

trying to tell that person what to do and they'll have three different perspectives on things and

everything gets confused.  We've had this occur many times.  And we realized that then somebody's

out of whack with the Holy Spirit because the Holy Spirit isn't the author of confusion.  So it may be

that if you would use your gift in a fleshly way, not really walking in the Spirit, that there could be

confusion.  But if the Holy Spirit is really working through these gifts and we're yielded to Him, then

there's going to be unity and unifying is going to take place.
 

The thing you need to do is not worry about what your gift is, just worry about walking in the Spirit,

living a Spirit- controlled life, confessing your sin and yielding to Him and the Holy Spirit will operate

the gift through you whether you know it or not.  And then as you begin to recognize it, you can kind

of get in on the blessing.
 

Q:  There is one other question on this that I'm interested in and that is if you do have more than one

would one be more predominant?
 

J:  It is possible that it could be.  We don't know from the Scripture.  The Scripture doesn't give us all

information about spiritual gifts but it can be that one gift is more predominant.  But it's hard to

measure what we mean by predominant.  For example, a speaking gift appears to be a more

dominant gift than one that isn't a speaking gift, like showing mercy or something like that.  But it isn't

more important.  And it may not be used in terms of opportunity and time, it may not be used

anymore.  It just appears to be more dominant because of its nature.  For example, I have the gift that

is obviously a dominant type of gift.  In other words, I stand up and I tell everybody these things and

so that tends to dominate where there may be a whole lot of you here this morning who have other

gifts and I can't even see those gifts because they're just ministry gifts rather than vocal gifts.  That

doesn't make any difference between them in terms of usefulness or in terms of frequency.  Now in

the life of a single individual there may be variation.  There may be a certain time in my life that I am

more useful to God in the gift of teaching and other times I am more useful to God with the gift of

administration.  So it's hard to be analytical about it.  One may seem to dominate for a time and

another one may come to the fore.  But God uses them by His Spirit as He wills.  I don't think you

need to worry about that.
 

Q:  I understand about salvation, that we do have salvation, we don't lose it.  But I've been asked on

Matthew 24 verse 10 where it says that many will fall away in the last days.  Is that referring to

Christians?
 

J:  Well let's look at it.  Matthew 24:10, just turn in your Bibles so we make sure we get the right

context.  And, of course, here you're talking about the time of the Tribulation so the church has



already gone by this time, out of the world.  "And then shall many be offended and shall betray one

another and hate one another.  And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall grow cold.

Many false prophets shall rise and deceive many.  But he that shall endure to the end, the same shall

be saved."
 

Now some say that what you have here is the unveiling of the false...in other words, under pressure

people who attach themselves to Christianity during the time of the Tribulation under pressure of

attack from the beast and whatever else, they begin to drop off.  Others say it has direct reference to

Israel.  For example, in the first half of the Tribulation there is going to be a pact between Israel and

the Antichrist.  And everything is going to be peaceful and wonderful and there may be there's a

reconstruction of religion in Israel.  And they're going to be worshiping in their temple again.  And all

of a sudden the beast comes in the middle of the week and he destroys that thing, in verse 15, "The

abomination of desolation takes place."  And it may be that at that time those who are not really

followers of the truth, those who are not really believers in God are going to be made manifest cause

they're going to bail out.  So I don't think it has reference there to Christians.  I think it has reference

to those who have attached themselves...and it can be to Israel as well as the possibility of being

attached to Christianity.
 

Q:  Okay.  I had one more question and that was in rebuking a brother and going to him in love if say

he is in sin or having problems and trying to help him out of his problems and he is stubborn or just

doesn't...he's not seeking help nor wants any, what is the responsibility of myself for someone else at

that point?
 

J:  If you rebuke him and he does not confess the sin and turn from the sin, then you follow the

pattern of Matthew 18.  You take two or three witnesses.  If they don't hear it, then you tell it to the

church, which means you may tell it to a group of Christians, to the elders of the church and they

should go deal with it.  If they don't deal with it, then it says you treat him like a heathen and a tax

collector, Matthew 18, put him out.
 

The other passage indicating that would be that if he does respond somewhere along the line, then

you would love him and restore him as a brother, Galatians chapter 6.  But if he does not respond,

then you turn him away.  Second Thessalonians 3 has the same issue.  If your brother will not do

what is right, then you admonish him as a brother but you sever your fellowship with him.  Okay?
 

Q:  To spiritual gifts, when you're talking about miracles, healing, tongues and interpretation of

tongues being of the old church cause I know a lot of people, you know, that believe that it's, you

know, revelation from God in today's, do you have any proof, you know?  Verses biblically to prove

that it's not relevant today?
 



J:  What I would suggest on that so that we don't get too involved is that we have a tape on "Miracles,

Healings and Tongues," and I think if you'd get that that would really give you a thorough answer and

it would help you to be able to talk to people about that.  Okay?  Miracles, healings and tongues.
 

Q:  On the willingness to appropriate those things which are ours, on a number of occasions Jesus

said in Matthew 13, speaking about the parables and also in Matthew 25 speaking of the parables of

the talents, He said, "For unto everyone that has shall be given and he shall have abundance, but

from him that hath not shall be taken away even that which he hath."  Does that in any way imply that

we could have spiritual gifts but because of our unwillingness to use them Jesus would take them

away?
 

J:  Generally the principle could be used to apply to that.  If you take it in its most general sense.

That...it really isn't talking about the removal of gifts nearly as much as it's talking about the removal

of rewards.  That's the point of the parable.  But if you were to take it in a general sense it could mean

that if you fail to use your gift long enough, it would atrophy to the place where you just wouldn't use

it.  You wouldn't be able to use it.  I'm sure that that's a possibility.  But I think that that would only be

from that passage in a very very general sense.
 

Q:  Why or is it necessary to join a local church?
 

J:  That's a good question.  Why is it necessary to join a local church?  For many reasons.  Number

one, it says in Hebrews 10:25, "Forsake not the assembling of yourselves together as the manner of

some and much more as you see the day approaching."  There is a command there to attend the

assembly of Christians.  Very important.  So we are to be involved in an assembly of Christians.
 

Now from the historical argument I'll take it a step further.  There is never seen in the New Testament

a Christian who doesn't belong to a local assembly.  There is no such thing in the New Testament.

Every one of them belong to some local assembly.  And that becomes the pattern. And we know that

they had lists in those local assemblies of their people. They had, for example, Paul wrote to Timothy

and talked about the widows' list, that they had an actual roll of widows.  We know that there were

between the churches letters of recommendations sent commending one member to another church

when he left a certain area.  So we do know that they kept rolls and they kept lists of the people who

were in their congregations.  And there is no such thing in the New Testament as a Christian who

doesn't belong to some local assembly.
 

Now beyond the statement of Scripture and beyond the argument of history, you have thirdly the fact

that Hebrews 13 says that all Christians are to submit themselves to the rulers over them.  And we

know that Christ rules through the local assembly, the church.  If you are not submitting yourself to

some rulers of Christ in the church, then you're disobedient to Hebrews chapter 13.  Let me just read

that to you so you understand what it says.  "Remember those who have the rule over you, who have



spoken unto you the Word of God, whose faith follow."  You're to be under these people who are

rulers, elders in the church, and you're to follow their faith.  Verse 17, "Obey them that have the rule

over you and submit yourselves for they watch for your souls."  Here again you have the statement

that the congregation is to be submitting to elders and leaders.  And that assumes that you'll be in a

local congregation to be able to do that.  No Christian is a law unto himself, just autonomous running

around.  They all historically were in a local congregation.  The Bible says not to forsake the

assembling of yourselves together.  We are to come together.  In the early church they came together

the first day of the week, for sure, and probably several other times during the week for fellowship.

And the reason we do this is because Hebrews 10 says we stimulate one another to love and good

works.  When you stay away, you grow cold. You need that peer pressure, if you will, that spiritual

stimulus that comes from the community of Christians.  In fact, in the earliest years of the early

church they met every day.
 

Q:  In many cases people are a little bit confused and it comes under this area of admonishing,

forsaking not the assembling of yourselves together.  What is and a proper definition of "local

assembly" or "local church"?  Some people feel it's five miles, ten miles and they have very definite

feelings about that.
 

J:  Yeah, I think any time two Christians...any time Christians get together in a local community they

can constitute a church.  A church is a place where there are elders, where there are teachers, where

there's a congregation.  It can be, if you're two Christians on a desert island, that's a church, that's a

local assembly.  If there's five thousand Christians in a church, that's a church.  Very hard to define

that because of denominations and different churches.  So the important thing to realize is that you

are a member of the total body of Christ and you are to attach yourself to A local assembly.
 

Oh, you mean...I see, what you're asking is can a guy come from 35 miles away and still be a part of

a local assembly?  Yeah, I don't think that's the issue.  I don't think the distance his house is from the

assembly is the issue, God can use him there and use his gifts there and use his abilities there as

well as anywhere else.  There are advantages to being close, obviously, for the sake of ease of

involvement.
 

Any other questions?  I know we've tried to cover a very very broad subject in this idea of how to

function in the body and it's very difficult to cover it total.  But I hope maybe just a little bit of it has

helped.
 

Let me take it a step further and offer this thought.  In the life of the church it is important that all of us

have a ministry...using our gifts and using the responsibilities of fellowship.  Sometimes that ministry

will be within the organization of the church, sometimes it will be without it.  In other words, some of

you may teach a Bible study that's just an independent Bible study, you meet together on an evening

in your home and you have a Bible study.  Others of you may teach a class right here at the church.



Either way, but be ministering if that's your gift.  Some of you may be helping in some ministry

officially in the church, like working with convalescents and helping in the convalescent ministry or

you just might be helping in other ways certain Christians that you know, in certain rather catches

catch can ministries.  Either way.  All I'm saying is that your ministries can be within the structure of

the church or without the structure of the church, however the Spirit of God directs.
 

But it's important to recognize that the church has needs and that the Spirit of God leads the church

to develop certain ministries and certain patterns of ministry and we need help from the people who

make up that assembly.  And so from time to time you will be hearing that maybe there's a training

class for somebody who would like to work with children, or a training class for somebody who would

like to work with youth, or a training class for somebody who would like to be in a convalescent

ministry if they have the gift of showing mercy or the gift of helps.  Or maybe somebody to help in

administration of something and do some projects if you have the gift of administration, or whatever.

You'll hear about this from time to time and if the Spirit of God speaks to your heart and challenge you

to do that, that's a good thing to do.  But it can be within the structure or without.
 

I think it's good also to offer yourself to the local assembly that you're in, whatever one it is.  To say,

"You know, I feel that these are the gifts that I have and if the Spirit of God can use me in this ministry

here somewhere, I'd like to make myself available."  We have people that do that all the time.  They'll

come in and say, "I have certain gifts and certain talents, can you use me?  And if you can, I'll be

really happy to work."  And much of the ministry of Grace Church goes on with laymen.  In fact, most

all of it does...with lay people.
 

We were talking the other day about a follow-up visitation ministry and we're talking about a certain

approach to it where a church just hires a whole bevy of people to go out and do all the visitation.

And sometimes they'll have as many as 25 people on a full-time salary just visiting people.  Well

there's really no need to do that if all of us as Christians accept the fact that visitation is just part of

pure religion, James said, and we go and we share in the lives of the people we care for and we love.

And so we would rather see the lay people doing the ministries that God has given them, then go out

and hire a lot of professionals to do it, so we wouldn't do that.  But it's important that we be available

to the local church, to minister and serve within that local church as best we are able.  Okay?  And

that's really a brief introduction to how to function in the body of Christ.
 

I might add one other footnote and that is be sure you pray for your leaders.  Very very important.

Okay, let's take about just about a five-minute break and if you do want the book on "Can a Man Live

Again?" that I mentioned, you're welcome to come and get one and then we'll come back and we'll

finish up on how to witness.
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