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We come again this morning, for our study, to the fifth chapter of Ephesians. It's taking us a little time
to get through verses 18 through 21 because it's so loaded with truth and we don't want to bypass
any of the wonderful things the Spirit of God has for us in this very key passage. If you don't have
your Bible with you there is one near you in the pew, you can look along and let's look at verses 18 to
21 of Ephesians 5 and you follow with your eyes as I read to you.
"And be not drunk with wine in which is excess but be filled with the Spirit; Speaking to yourselves in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord. Giving
thanks always for all things unto God and the Father, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; submitting
yourselves one to another in the fear of God."
Now in our last study we learned that being filled with the Spirit as it indicates in verse 18 is living
every moment as if you are standing in the presence of Jesus Christ. As we compared Ephesians
5:18 with Colossians 3:16 we noted that letting the word of Christ dwell in you richly is the same as
being filled with the Spirit. We saw from the illustration of the life of Peter that Peter, when he was
standing next to Jesus Christ, could do the miraculous, say the miraculous and had miraculous
courage. The same Peter when filled with the Spirit of God is seen doing the miraculous, heard
saying the miraculous and seemed to have miraculous courage. In other words, the parallel is
interesting. When he was near Jesus Christ, in His presence, and when he was filled with the Spirit of
God he got the same kind of results. And, see, that is exactly what Ephesians 5:18 and Colossians
3:16 is saying to us. To be filled with the Spirit is not some ecstatic experience. It is not to have some
supernatural zap. To be filled with the Spirit is simply to live moment by moment in the conscious
presence of Jesus Christ.
I remember one of the old evangelists, years ago, saying that an Indian used to come early to church
and sit in the front row and held come about 45 minutes before the service would begin. And
somebody finally said to him, "Why do you come early and just sit there?" And he said, "Me come
early, me sit down, me think Jesus." Well, that old Indian had a good idea. Because that is the heart
of the whole of the Spirit filled life; Christ consciousness. Having your thoughts controlled by the
consciousness that Jesus Christ is real and that He is there. That He is present. It's a moment by
moment by moment by moment experience. It's a commitment for now, not the future. God is never

interested in future commitments. You know that don't you? In fact, you're not very interested in them
either. If your wife comes to you and says, "Honey, do you love me?" You don't say, "Check with me
in a couple of weeks." She's not interested in a couple of weeks. She wants to know now. Well, God
is not interested in your future; He's interested in your present. It's the moment, it's the now. It's
whether your life is controlled by the Holy Spirit now that is the issue.
And, by the way, did you know you'll only live now; you'll never live in the future? You never will. You
keep looking for it but you'll never get there, it's always the future. And you never live in the past.
Some people try awfully hard especially in our society today. Old is good, you know. People want to
reach back to the past but you'll never make it; you'll always be right here and this is the only moment
that matters. And what the apostle Paul is saying is - Be being kept continuously filled in this moment,
controlled by the Holy Spirit. That's the way to live the Christian life. Not controlled by yourself but by
God's Holy Spirit. How? By filling your life with the Word of God so that your thoughts are God's
thoughts, your ways are His ways as much as is possible. So that the Christ Himself dominates your
thinking and that's how you are controlled by His Spirit.
There's a wonderful by-product of this in II Cor. chapter 3 and verse 18. It says there that as you gaze
at the glory of the Lord, as you focus on Christ consciousness, you will be changed into His image by
the Holy Spirit. In other words, Christ consciousness leads to Christ likeness, you see. That's the
work of the Spirit. As you are filled with the Spirit you become like Christ. So, we say, then, that
moment by moment absolute commitment to being filled with the Spirit leads to eventual maturity.
You become like Christ as you live in the Spirit, as you walk in the Spirit, as you are filled with the
Spirit.
The Christian life is really a movement to be like Christ. And the only time you are moving that
direction is when you are filled with the Spirit. When you are working on the function of the flesh you
flatten out and there is no progress. The only progress in your life is during those times when you are
filled with the Spirit of God, that's the upward movement. And most Christians, you know, they just go
like this —-, they flatten out and go a little bit. God wants us to move toward Christ's likeness. So, as
we are filled with the Spirit, gazing on the glory of Christ, we become like Jesus Christ. That's the key
to the Christian life. That's where you get the victory, that's where you know the joy. That's where the
exhilaration comes and the fruitfulness and the usefulness to God.
Now, we saw there were three things in this text that we wanted to note. First, was the contrast in
verse 18. You remember that? The apostle Paul says, "Be not drunk with wine in which is excess," or
asotia, dissipation, a hopeless, incurable sickness. "But be filled with the Spirit." And that's the
contrast. In other words, we are not like the pagans who get drunk and they induce some sort of a
false notion that they are communing with the gods through drunkenness, our communion with God is
through the filling of the Spirit. We are not like the pagans who think that they reach another level of
life or they get a greater strength, or a greater power, or a greater whatever, by drunkenness, we gain

all of our greatness through the power of the filling of the Spirit of God. So, that's the contrast. We
aren't like them anymore. Our controlling influence, our resource, our power, our resource to lift us to
the consciousness of the presence of God is the filling of the Spirit, not drunkenness.
Following the contrast, we saw the command, didn't we? And the command is at the end of verse 18,
"Be being kept continuously filled with the Spirit." It's a way of life. It is not just one zap you get and
it's good for the whole life, you know. It's not like Right Guard; one shot and I'm good for the whole
day. It's not that at all. The Holy Spirit doesn't function that way. It's a moment by moment by moment
yielding of total control to the Spirit. In fact, it may be best illustrated by the metaphor of walking. It is
walking, and walking is one step at a time. It is an even kind of pace as we yield one step at a time to
the Spirit of God. It's as simple as every decision in life. Life is a matter of decisions. The alarm goes
off in the morning, you have your first decision “Do I get up or stay in bed? Do I call in sick or do I tell
the truth? What am I going to do?” You go to the closet, you have your second decision; “Do I wear
the blue shirt or the brown shirt?” And that's the way it goes. All through life you go to the kitchen you
have another decision - are you going to eat Fruit Loops or Captain Crunch? Then you go, whatever,
it's a process of decisions. It's just one after the other. And the Spirit controlled life is the one that
yields every step to the Spirit of God. It's a matter of decision making, one thing at a time. And when
you surrender to the Spirit of God, you're just constantly following His track. The only way that will
happen is when you are controlled by the Word of God because you are putting it in every day. You
can skip your Captain Crunch if you made sure you got some of the Word. Then you would have the
right information and data going in for the Spirit of God to control your thinking.
Now, walking then is a good way to look at it. Because you just take one step at a time. Let's look at
Galatians, one book back, in the fifth chapter and see that this, in fact, is the very illustration the
apostle Paul uses in another context. People say, “Well, you know, how can we build a whole
theology on Ephesians 5:18? How did we ever get this whole thing based on that one verse?” It isn't
based on that one verse, that is only one way to look at it. This same truth of a Spirit controlled life is
all over the New Testament. It's everyplace in the New Testament. You run into it all the way through
the book of Acts, you run into it in Colossians, you run into it in Ephesians, you run into it here in the
book of Galatians, you run into it in the eighth chapter of Romans. It's in the gospel of John as Christ
talks about the coming of the Spirit. It's all over the place. But, I want you to notice Galatians chapter
5 and verse 16 because this is where he uses the term 'walk' to speak of this ministry of the Spirit.
He says, "Walk in the Spirit and ye shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh." Now here is the Spirit
controlled life. It's a walking thing. It's one step at a time. It's just taking one step at a time in the Spirit,
that is under the control of the Spirit. Keep on, literally in the Greek, keep on walking in the Spirit.
Don't deviate from that. And if you do that, you will not fulfill the lust of the flesh. In other words, the
way to override your sinfulness and the way to override your evil desires and the way to override the
temptations of Satan is simply to walk in the Spirit. Just continue walking in the Spirit. You see, the
positive thing takes care of the negative problem. You know, people say, “Oh, the devil is after me

and the demons are after me, I'd better go get somebody to get the demons out of me. I don't know
how to fight the demons; I've got to get somebody who is an expert on that.” Just walk in the Spirit
and you're not going to have a problem, you see. It's the positive that solves the negative. So, if you
walk in the Spirit you will not fulfill the lust of the flesh.
Now you ought to know that there is a war going on in you. Look at verse 17; "The flesh lusts against
the Spirit." Now you say, “What is the flesh?” The best way to explain the flesh is the flesh is the
beachhead of sin. The flesh is where Satan lands with his temptation. It is that part of our humanness
that is exposed to the capability of sin. Even though I am a redeemed creature, and in Christ all things
have become new, and it's a new I that lives in Christ and Christ lives in me. Even though I am a new
creation, and even though I have a new nature, there is still about me because I am human and
earthy there is the possibility of sinfulness and it is that beachhead that Satan lands on when he
wants to tempt me. It is that element of man that is opposed to goodness. It is that element of man
that wants to do evil. It is that thing in the apostle Paul in Romans 7, that even when he wanted to do
good, kept choking him off so that he didn't do what he wanted to do and wound up doing what he
didn't want to do. And we all have that. And the way to deal with that is not to stand around fighting it
but to just walk in the Spirit. If you walk, controlled by the Spirit of God every moment of every day,
Christ conscious because you are feeding in the word of God, Christ-conscious because you are
thinking of Him, and gazing at Him, and conscious of Him, then you are not going to have a problem
with the flesh. Two things cannot occupy your mind at the same time. You cannot be concentrating on
Jesus Christ and concentrating on temptation and the lust of the flesh at the same time. You have to
dispel one or the other for one or the other to happen. So, he says, “Look, there is a war and the Holy
Spirit and your flesh are at each other. They are contrary the one to the other.”
Now if you give into the flesh what is going to happen? If you just go the way of easy resistance, you
don't study the Scripture, you don't spend time in prayer, you don't walk in the Spirit, you don't yield
control of your life, you do your own thing, what is going to result is in verse 19; "The works of the
flesh." And the works of the flesh are these; "Fornication, (some texts included adultery also,
fornication would encompass that, sexual sin) uncleanness, (which is general impurity of life)
lasciviousness, (which is the old Bible word wontedness, in other words, it's a lewd desire that never
gets satisfied, that's all kind of a sexual perversion) then you have idolatry, sorcery ( which would
have to do with pagan religions, sometimes that word is related to drugs as well) he adds to that
hatred, strife, jealousy, wrath, faction, seditions (revolutions really) heresies, envyings, murders,
drunkenness, carousings, etc." These are the things produced by the flesh. And, by the way, he says
“These are things that should characterize those who shall not inherit the Kingdom of God.” In other
words, that's the way the non-Christian lives. That's the furthest thing from the way we should live.
But if you give into the flesh, if you don't walk in the Spirit, just don't let the Spirit control your life, don't
step at a time in His power, that's the stuff that is going to happen in your life. And, by the way, when
it happens you're going to fall into God's chastening. Verse 18 says; "If you be led by the Spirit, you
are not under the law." The opposite of that is this, if you are not walking in the Spirit you will fall

under God's law. What does that mean? If you do evil things, God's law will take its retribution. Right?
It has to.
So, if you walk in the Spirit you will escape the chastening of God. But if you do the things of the flesh
you fall under the consequence of a violation of God's law. So take your choice. You've got the Holy
Spirit desiring and the flesh lusting against the Spirit and what happens? You follow the flesh,
immediately you're going to see that kind of stuff produced in your life, you're going to come under
God's law, and there are consequences. But, on the other hand, verse 22. Let's say you walk in the
Spirit. Let's say you yield your life to the control of the Spirit; every day, you taken in the Word of God.
Every day you spend time in prayer with the Lord. Every day you concentrate on the presence of
Jesus Christ. Every day when one decision comes, and the next decision, from morning to night, you
yield it to the control of the Spirit of God. What is going to happen as you walk in the Spirit? The fruit
of the Spirit will be produced and this will characterize your life. "The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness and self-control, and against those
things there is what? "Law" You do that and you'll never fall under the consequences or
condemnation of a broken law, you see. There is no penalty for that kind of living. You want to live a
happy life, you want to live a meaningful life, you want to live a joyous, peaceful life, then there it is,
“walk in the Spirit.” It's that simple. Verse 25 sums it up; "If we already live in the Spirit (positionally)
then let's walk in the Spirit (practically)." Right? What is the sense of living in the Spirit and walking in
the flesh? It doesn't make sense at all. If you wanted Christ to begin with, don't you want Him now? If
you have begun in the Spirit, are you now going to be made perfect in the flesh? I mean, if you live in
the Spirit, then walk in the Spirit; fulfill the ultimate capacity and potential of your destiny. And so it's
really the same thing, beloved, that Paul says in Ephesians, he's just saying live in the Spirit, walk in
the Spirit, be filled with the Spirit, be controlled by the Spirit, let the Word of Christ dwell within you.
The whole point is God wants us to be controlled by Him, not by us. Do you get that?
All right, let's go to the third point, and that's what we're going to talk about this time and next time,
the consequences; the contrast, the command and the consequences. What are the consequences?
If you are filled with the Spirit what happens in your life? Well, really, the consequences stretch clear
to the end of the book of Ephesians. All the rest of what happens in this book is consequence. If
you're filled with the Spirit all kinds of things are going to happen. But there are three main ones I
want you to notice this morning, and we'll finish these up next time. And then we'll delineate them
specifically later on in January after the Christmas time. Three things happen when you are filled with
the Spirit in general. One, singing, verse 19, singing; two, saying thanks, verse 20; three, submitting,
verse 21. Three things; singing, saying thanks, submitting. Those are the three things. Those are the
general categories. By the way, the third one, submitting, becomes then the basis for everything in
chapter five verse 22 through chapter 6 verse 9. That entire section is an exposition of verse 21. That
entire section explains verse 21. Then, 6:10 and following, the armor of the Christian, shows what
happens to somebody who lives walking in the Spirit, Satan moves in to try and stop him. And that's
how you deal with Satan there.

So, the whole rest of the thing, really, deals with this response to being filled with the Spirit. This is the
locus crucis, this is the hoehepunkt, this is the highpoint, this is the key, this is the mountain peak of
the book of Ephesians, this is where it all comes together. You are walking in the Spirit, controlled by
the Spirit, this is what happens.
Now, let's take the three of those things. First of all is singing. That is personal, that is toward myself.
The result, first of all, of a Spirit-filled life is a certain thing that occurs in me, that produces song.
Okay? So, the first thing is very personal. That's very beautiful the way Paul does that, the way the
Holy Spirit inspired him to do that. That to live walking in the Spirit, to be filled with the Spirit, first of
all, has a result in my life. It produces something in me apart from anybody else. Secondly, saying
thanks. That has to do with God. Thirdly, submitting. That has to do with everybody around me. So,
that every possible relationship is made right by the filling of the Spirit. I am right with me, I am right
with God and I am right with you. See. Everything comes together. And there's no other way to live,
right? To be right inside, to be right with God, and to be right with everybody else is the way to live.
And when I am right with me I sing. And when I am right with God I pour out thanks. And I am right
with you, I submit. Beautiful, the way God's Spirit just pulled those three together. All relationships
possible are covered in that area. Those three simple truths. But it always, it always kind of amazes
me that the first result is this very personal thing. How wonderful it is of God, again, to be considering
how we respond. It's just like Jesus with the Beatitudes starting out by saying, “Blessed, happy,
blessed, happy, blessed, happy is the man, happy is the man, happy is the man.” You see, that's
always God's first consideration, for us as He approaches us,”Is this is for you. Ah, but there is an
element of that which is for Him, and that which touches everybody else and they all go together.
But let's look at the first one, that's, we're not even going to get through that this morning, so don't
worry. Singing; now this is a very personal issue. And it fascinates me, just literally fascinates me to
take a tremendous theological truth like this, “Be filled with the Spirit," and you say – “Oh, boy, if we
were filled with the Spirit, what would happen?” You say, “Oh, ahm, we could... say that mountain be
removed and it would be removed. Boy, we could do wonderful things. Could preach the word and
souls would be saved and mighty things.” And you know what it says? Be filled with the Spirit and you
could sing. You say, well, that seems a little, I don't know, something missing there. That's ... you say,
I'm a monotone, you know? I mean is that for me? It doesn't say you have to sing on tune, I want you
to know that, great comfort in that. It doesn't even say anybody has to listen to you. You see. But the
first product of the Spirit-filled life is something that happens in my life that is released in a song. Do
you see? Singing is the expression of the emotion of the soul. And next week I'm going to show you
some things that are absolutely fantastic. Do you know you could even whistle in the Spirit? Oh, this
is terrific. That's for next week. That's right. The root Greek word of the word speaking to yourselves
is to chirp like a bird, but we'll get into that next time. Some of you do better to chirp then to sing,
frankly. But, anyway, this is a tremendous statement of the fact that when a believer walks in the
Spirit there is an inside joy that is released in the music that comes from the soul. God has put music

in the soul of man and releases it in its most beautiful form by the filling of the Holy Spirit. Boy, I'll tell
you, when somebody is filled with the Holy Spirit and they sing, it doesn't even matter, it doesn't even
matter whether they sing very good, very well, it doesn't matter... and it doesn't necessarily mean
they've got to be on pitch either.
Last Sunday morning we had a young man in the service who came up and introduced himself, and I
never met him, he said, "My name is Randy Menninhall." And I said, "Oh, yeah, I know your name,
Randy, I've written to you many times." And he said, "Yeah." He just got out of Soledad in Vacaville;
he's been in prison for nearly three years, or two-plus years. And when he first got into prison
somebody gave him a tape of ours and he wrote for some more tapes, and got a whole lot of tapes
and he came to Christ and dedicated his life to Christ and he's been a Bible teacher in the prison. It's
incredible and he says that our tapes are all over those prisons and men sit in their cells each day
and listen to the tapes and the Lord is doing wonderful work but, but he said, "I want you to hear my
testimony." He said, "You've written, and you sent all the tapes and I want to give you a tape that I
made of my testimony." And so I said, "Great, Randy, I'd love to have it." And I took it, and I, I, stuck it
in my car, little tape deck, and was driving somewhere and I listened to it and he started out by saying
- I want to sing first, he said. He's giving his testimony, his farewell testimony to all the prisoners as he
was getting out two weeks ago. And he said, I want to sing, first, I just feel that I have to sing in my
heart. And so he started to sing. And I want to tell you, he covered five different keys in the first
measure, trying to find where the thing begins. You know, and try to find the melody. And he sang
that song. There was no piano, no guitar, nothing. He was in ... he must have been in a solid cement
building with a solid concrete floor because it just banged around and echoed and he just sang and
he sang and he sang and then he got all done and he said, "I want to sing another song." And he
sang...he must have sung for ten or fifteen minutes. And, you know, by the time he was done, I was
laughing in my heart, I was so full of joy and I had tears in my eyes. And, you know, it didn't matter
that there wasn't an orchestra, and it didn't matter that there wasn't a great big piano or an organ, it
didn't matter because the man was singing out of the fullness of the Spirit of God. It didn't even matter
that he wasn't on pitch. He was singing filled with the presence of Christ and it was obvious to
everybody and to me.
On the other hand, I've heard stuff with all the talent and all the instruments and all of the
backgrounds and all of the amplification and all of the everything that didn't sound to me like it was
really generated by the Spirit of God. That’s what Paul is talking about. There was something in
Randy's heart, see. Something in his heart because of what God was doing in his life. And now he’s
given his life to go back into those prisons and take Jesus Chris to the men. See. There's something
inside of him that gave him a song. It was a new song. The song that only Christ can give. Contrast
that with the pagan wild music of the orgies that would have gone on in the city of Ephesus connected
with evil demonic religion, what a difference would be the sweet song of the Holy Spirit born in the
hearts of those under His control. And that's the difference, you see. Paul is saying, “When we come
together, in our congregations, we sing to ourselves and it's different than the songs we use to hear.”

Beloved, if there is anything that ought to be new in the Christian life it ought to be the music. If listen
to this, if music really reflects the language of the soul, then ours ought to be different than that of the
world's Shouldn't it? Because we're different. Colossians 2:16 says the same thing. It says when you
are filled with the Word of Christ, this is what is going to happen, you're going to speak to each other
in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, here it is again, singing with grace in your hearts to the
Lord. It always starts from the heart and it always goes to the Lord, you see?
In James chapter 5, such a beautiful statement there, it says, verse 13; "Is any among you afflicted,
let him pray. Is any merry, let him sing. Songs are always the expression of the joy of the Holy Spirit.
And in Romans it tells us that the Kingdom of God is righteousness and joy and peace in the Holy
Spirit. And when the Holy Spirit, produces that peace and that righteousness and that joy, it breaks
forth in a song. That's a great thing. The Spirit of God has given us that release. Redemption gives us
a new song. You see a new one.
I mentioned some weeks ago that the word new is used in the Bible more times with song than with
any other thing. Did you know that? We talk about a new creature in Christ and a new nature and a
new life and a new birth and all of those things but way more than any of those, the word new
appears with song. What is the Bible saying? That when you are redeemed there is a new song to
sing. And it is not new neos, that s new in chronology, it's new -kainos, which is a song that is new
because there's never been a song like it before. It's not new in chronology, it's new in kind, it's new
in character, it's new in quality. Our song ought to be a different song.
I've heard some songs that are supposed to be Christian songs and they sound t o me exactly like the
rest of the songs in the world. And then I hear, like we heard this morning and nothing the world ever
does sounds to me like that. It's a new song. And, by the way, you have all the mentions of a new
song and I think there are nine different times that it's mentioned in Scripture, and every time that it is
mentioned it is connected with redemption. It is connected with salvation. So that it is salvation that
produces a new song.
I can illustrate that to you so graphically by having you look with me at the Psalms for just a moment.
In Psalm 33 and verse 1, it says; "Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous." We're rejoicing because God
has made us righteous. "For praises befitting to the upright. Praise the Lord with the harp, sing unto
Him with the psaltery, and an instrument of ten strings. Sing unto Him a new song." Why? "For the
word of the Lord is right and all His works are done in truth and He loves righteousness and justice,
and the whole earth is full of His goodness." In other words, it is because of what God has done in
making us righteous. It is because of what God has done in redeeming us that we sing a new song. In
Psalm 40 and verse 3, the same thing, it says in verse 2, "He brought me up out of a horrible pit, out
of the miry clay, He set my feet on a rock, He established my goings, and as a result of such a
glorious salvation, He put a new song in my mouth." You see? You go further into Psalms, into Psalm

96 and verse 1; "Oh sing unto the Lord a new song, sing unto the Lord all the earth, sing unto the
Lord, Bless His name, Show forth His salvation." Again, it is the song of salvation. In verse 1 of
chapter 98, Psalm 98; "Oh sing unto the Lord a new song." Why? Verse 2, "The Lord has made
known His salvation." You find it even at the end of the Psalms. Psalm 144 has it in verse 9; "I will
sing a new song unto Thee. Psalm 49, 149 rather, verse 1, "Sing unto the Lord a new song." Always
this song is connected with redemption and that's the whole essence. And, finally, I love it in
Revelation 5:9, it says; "And they sang a new song." And what was the new song? "Worthy is the
Lamb,'' really, "Because He has redeemed us out of every tribe and nation and people and tongue." It
is always the song of redemp-tion. Listen, beloved, if there is anything new in the Christian life, it is a
new song. It is the song of redemption born out of the indwelling Spirit of God that breaks forth in
praise from the joy that is there when we are controlled by His Spirit.
I've always thought it interesting that there are only two times in the Bible we hear the angels sing. At
the birth of Christ the Bible says, "And the angels said," it doesn't say they sang. But there are two
times in the Bible when we know they sang. The first is way back before Genesis even, and Job
records it that when God created the earth the morning stars sang together, the angels sang before
the fall of man. And the next time you hear them singing is in Revelation after Jesus Christ is coming
to set up His Kingdom to end the fall, to gain paradise back again and all of a sudden they break forth
in Revelation and they sing again. And in the meantime, between the fall of man and the restitution in
Christ you don't hear the angels sing. Why? Because the song is the song of the redeemed and no
angel ever knew redemption. Now the angels in the end will sing when they see the redemption of
creation. But we can sing now even in the midst of its curse because we know personal redemption in
Jesus Christ. See, it is the song of the redeemed that we sing. We have been redeemed and that's
given us a song and the Spirit of God whet He controls our life causes that song to break forth.
Moses' song was a song of redemption. Read it in Exodus 15, God had taken Israel out of Egypt,
that's a picture of redemption in a sense, isn't it? Brought them through that sea when it was parted
and then drown Pharaoh's army and the first thing they did when they got on the other side, Exodus
15, the whole company of Israel got together and they sang the song of Moses. And then there was
the time when God delivered Israel in Judges chapter 5 by the hand of those two won-derful people,
Deborah and Barak, and you have the first duet in the Bible. Deborah and Barak, Judges chapter 5,
sang a duet. A duet of redemption how God had spared His people. And so it goes. The song is the
song of the redeemed. The song of those whom God has wondrously delivered from bondage, from
sin, from trouble.
There's the song in II Chronicles chapter 29, 1 won't take time to read it, again, it is the song of
redemption, the song of salvation when God delivers His people.
Beloved, do you know that God just loves music? I mean, He just loves it. The angels sang before the
fall and heaven forever in the end is going to be filled with singing. He just loves music. You know, in
the Old Testament, just give you some information about it, in the Old Testament there were 38,000

individuals who ministered in the temple, 38,000. Four thousands of them were musicians. That's
better ... that's almost one out of nine. God loved music. Do you know that in Exodus chapter 15
verses 20 and 21 we have the first women's chorus? That's right. You know who the conductor was?
Miriam. She started a women's chorus. Do you know something? Do you know the first men's chorus
I could find is in I Samuel chapter 10 verse 5 and it was made up by the prophets. The prophets all
got together and had a men's chorus. Boy, would I have loved to hear that. I'll bet the theology in their
songs was straight. Can you imagine all the prophets singing? Listen, I'll tell you something exciting. If
you want to hear a group of men sing like no other men ever sing listen to a bunch of preachers sing.
I go to the Moody Pastors Conference and listen to twelve hundred pastors sing and boy, it is
exciting. They had a men's chorus.
They had a congregational singing, I Chronicles 13 and verse 8 says, "The whole people sang in
congregational praise and instruments." And I love this, they sang with all their might, it says. Listen,
the Bible says God likes it loud. God likes loud music. And sometimes I'm playing music at home and
my wife says, "Turn that down." And I say, "Now, honey, don't be non-spiritual." God likes it loud, not
raucous, but praises fitting to Him and He likes it that way.
In I Chronicles 16:4 and 5, David instituted a choir and David was a master musician, wasn't he? You
can imagine what kind of a choir that was. Do you know that in the Solomon's temple in I Chronicles
23:5 it tells us that Solomon had a choir of 4,000 voices? What a choir that must have been. You hear
beautiful music from what, Jack? A hundred and some or so? Imagine hearing 4,000 trained people
sing. In Ezra when Ezra talks about rebuilding the temple, you know, and Zerubbabel came back and
they had a smaller one and the country had been through the terrible Babylonian captivity, one of the
first things they did, Ezra chapter 2, they got a choir that had 200 people, but it was choir.
Do you know that the Levites, some of the priests, were trained to be skillful musicians? Listen,
people, if you have children that have any propensity toward that, boy, you challenge them in that
direction, make them be skillful because they help the rest of us express our praise. Do you see?
In Nehemiah chapter 12 there was antiphonal singing, which apparently is one of God's favorite
kinds. Where you get one choir over here and one choir over here and they sing at each other. God
likes that and I'll show you why in a few minutes.
In Psalm 68 there was even chanting. They even chanted to the praise of God. They had instruments.
I'm not an expert in this but I did find these things in the Bible. Stringed instruments and wind
instruments and even drums. Some of you are going, “Ohh, is that in the Bible?” There are drums in
the Bible. There are also, they were membrane, membranophones is what they called them, but
membrane kind of drums. And some of them were hand held and they were beaten that way. There
are timbrel and bells, other things that fit into the percussion area. But of the string instruments there
was the asor which was like a harp, there was the dulcimer which is struck rather than plucked. There

was the harp itself, there was the sackbut which was a lyre, a large handheld kind of thing. There
were wind instruments like we heard this morning, a trumpet, a coronet, a flute, a pipe organ. And for
people who weren't too good with the notes there was a rams horn, you just stick it in there and blow.
See. And there were all of these kinds of things. Because praise to the Lord was fitting and music
was the way that the soul could release its expression, you see.
And when you come to the New Testament, it's a little different. We're going to see next time the New
Testament does teach the use of instrumental music; in our next study we'll see that. But you know,
at the Lord’s Table the last thing they did before Jesus went out to be taken and captive and to be
tried and crucified? It says in ... and the last thing they did after the Lord's Supper, they sang a hymn.
See? The disciples got together and sang.
In Acts chapter 4, I believe we have one of the early hymns. I believe we have one of the early hymns
that the church sang. In fact, I think there is also one as we'll see probably next week in Philippians
and other places. But in Acts chapter 4 it says, that all these believers got together and verse 24;
"They lifted up their voice to God with one accord and they said," and then they take off on this thing.
Well, how could a whole group of people all say the same thing unless they knew the words? Right?
And they all sang. "Lord our God who has made heaven and earth and the sea and all that is in
them," and so forth, all the way down through this. So, we even have some texts no doubt in the New
Testament of hymns they sang. What were Paul and Silas doing in prison? Singing, weren't they?
Singing.
In I Corinthians 14 the apostle Paul is trying to correct the singing of the Corinthians and he said,
“Look, you sing with the spirit but you also sing with what? The understanding. And he says when you
come together every one of you has a psalm, that's too much. You don't want eight people singing
solos all at the same time. That's a little difficult to handle. So, you've got to get it all ordered out. But
there was music always with God's people.
Now, do you know something? When Jesus comes back He is gonna, set up the millennial kingdom,
right? A one thousand year reign on earth, the curse will be reversed and that's when the angels are
going to sing again. And everything in the world is going to be wonderful and He's going to reign as
the Prince of Peace, and you know one of the first things He's going to do is construct a temple in the
millennial kingdom. Now Ezekiel describes the details of this temple in Ezekiel around chapter 40 and
following. He gives us a description of the temple the Lord is going to construct to glorify Him in the
millennial period. And one of the most fascinating things about it is this, that in that temple God is
going to build a huge choir loft, did you know that? Some of the choir members I can see with a big
grin on their face. They now have a new joy of anticipation for the coming of the Lord. But in the
millennial temple there will be a choir. It gives the dimensions, one on one side, one on the other,
seems to indicate that it will be an antiphonal choir. There will be one element over here and one
element over here and the thing is described and it is so huge that it could easily encompass

thousands of people in both chambers singing back and forth. Now that's how God feels about music.
And I wanted to take the time to go into that just to let you know that God loves music. But He loves
music that reflects the new song of redemption. Music that comes out of the Spirit-filled life. That's
what He loves.
Now in the future it tells us all about the singing if you go all the way over to Revelation chapter 14
and you find that the voices break forth and this wonderful, wonderful choir is the choir, and I want
you to see what choir it is. Verse 1, it says; "And I looked and lo a lamb stood on Mount Zion and with
Him a hundred forty-four thousand having His Father's name written in their foreheads and I heard a
voice from heaven like the voice of many waters and like the voice of a great thunder and I heard the
voice of the harpers harping with their harps and they sang, as it were, a new song before the throne
and before the four living creatures and the elders and no man could learn that song but the hundred
and forty-four thousand who were redeemed from the earth." Listen, they're going to have a hundred
and forty-four thousand voice choir with heavenly harpers. Man alive, what a song. What a song.
Chapter 15 tells about another thing, same thing, chapter 15 verse 3 again the same idea. Now, what
are we saying? We're saying God loves music. God loves music that rightly reflects Him, both in the
vehicle and in the content.
Now let's look back at Ephesians 5, that was all just kind of a digression. But look at Ephesians 5. I'm
going to ask some questions, we'll look at two of them maybe this morning and then finish up next
time. Now when Spirit-filled people come together, this is the way the church functions. When Spiritfilled people come together, first of all, we are to sing. That's the expression of what’s in us. Among
whom do we sing? All right, among whom? Here's the first answer, I don't want to push the point just
want to make it. "Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns." To whom do we sing? To ourselves,
among ourselves and ultimately verse 19 at the end says, "To the Lord." So, our song is directed
among ourselves to the Lord. Now I want you to notice that. I, I really feel this is important to just
make this mention that the singing of the saints is always among themselves to God. That's true all
through Scripture. You really don't ever find evangelistic music as such.
Now I think God can use music to bring somebody to Christ. I think God can use music to reach a
tender heart. But I think there's got to be a presentation of the gospel somewhere along the line and
maybe the music strikes the responsive chord that brings the reaction. I believe that. But music is not
primarily designed by God as a tool of evangelism. And yet you are always running into people
saying, “Well, we have an evangelistic music group. Or, we have a singing group that goes out.” Well,
I'm not sure that is evangelism. Now you may use your music to get a crowd but sooner or later you
better preach Christ if you want to get a response. Music is primarily the expression of a Spirit-filled
life. And I really don't think, people, I really don't think that it's for unsaved people to sing our music. I
don't think it’s for us to use people who don't know the Spirit of God, who don't know the Christ that is

the source of our music to express our music. I think that is our music. And it comes from our hearts.
So, we are to have it among ourselves, directed toward the Lord. That's the primary use of music. It is
to be used in our worship, in our corporate sharing, in the celebration of our life together in Christ and
as a praise to Him. It's really not music for the world. They're on the outside. And I think sometimes
it's kind of sad when we, we, we want so much to sing our songs to the world that we take our, our
songs and we put them in the world's vernacular and then we think that’s going to be evangelistic.
When, really, that's not the point for music in the Scripture. So, we are to sing among ourselves.
You know, it's a sad thing when a church doesn't sing. Do you know that the Roman Catholic Church
robbed the church of music for fifteen hundred years? They took the music away from the people.
Completely. And it wasn't until the Reformation that music came back. You know, the Reformers
themselves were some of the greatest hymn writers that ever lived? One of the first things the great
Reformers did was to put music back in the church, music back for the people to sing. Because they
had been left without that. So, when we come to Grace Church we sing, don't we? Because that’s
what Spirit-filled people do among themselves, they sing. So, it's for us to sing together. That's
among whom.
Second question, from where? Where does the song generate? What is the point of origination? Well,
look in verse 19 again, it says at the end of the verse, "Singing and making melody," and then you
see the phrase, "in your heart." Now the word in is not there in the Greek it is implied by the case in
which the noun appears. But there are all kinds of possibilities about that case. I dug out my old
Greek text this week and just kind of chased it around a little bit, found out it could be a locative form,
for you Greek students. It could be instrumental of means or it could be instrumental of cause. In fact,
there is some very similar use in the instrumental of cause. If it's used that way then it is saying,
singing and making melody caused by our hearts to the Lord. And that's really the heart of the matter,
isn't it? Our song is from our heart. Beloved, if it's not in your heart you can't sing it, can you can't sing
it the way God wants it sung. Remember Israel? Israel captured, taken to Babylon, sad, hearts
broken, how did they respond to that? Psalm 137:1; "By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down.
Yea, we wept when we remember Zion. We hung our harps on the willows for there they had carried
us away captive, required of us a song and they that wasted us required of us mirth, saying “Sing us
one of the songs of Zion. How shall we sing the Lord's song in a foreign land? They said." They hung
their harps on the willows. You see, when there was no song in their heart, there was no song in their
voice either. They couldn't sing it. They couldn't entertain the Babylonians, there wasn't anything
there. Boy, I have to admire that, don't you? They weren't going to be hypocrites. They weren't going
to perform. They weren't going to be show-biz. They weren't going to have the International Jewish
Captive choir. If there wasn't any song in their hearts, there wasn't any song on their lips. If there
wasn't any music to play there weren't any harps. They hung them on the willows.

If you don't have a song in your heart you can't really sing one with much credibility from your lips.
There are people who will sing for money. There are people who will sing for fame. There are people
who will play because of pride. They will sing without the Spirit. They will sing without being Spiritfilled. But that is not the song the Lord wants to hear. Do you know that? If that's the kind of song you
sing, don't sing it. If you come to Grace Church in the morning and you sing because everybody sings
and you are bitter toward God and you're angry toward God, please don't sing. God doesn't want to
hear your song. Or if you have an opportunity to stand up and sing a solo or play a song and your
heart's not filled with the Spirit of God, don't do that. Because you don't want to be hypocritical.
Because our song is the song of the redeemed. And the song of those filled with the Spirit of God and
remember the word of Amos, the prophet, who indicted the people of Israel because they kept their
singing up, even though their hearts were wrong. And in Amos chapter 5, verse 21, God says to the
prophet; "I hate and I despise your feast-days, I will not take delight in your solemn assemblies,
though you offer Me burnt offerings and meal offerings, I'll not accept them, neither will I regard the
peace offerings of your fat beasts, take away from Me the noise of your songs, I will not hear the
melody of your harps but let justice run down like waters and righteousness like a mighty stream." In
other words, until you get justice and righteousness, I'm not interested in your music. God wants to
hear the song of the redeemed and the song that comes from the Spirit-filled life.
Oh, what a high priority God has given to song. It is because it is a release of the heart. And, beloved,
that's why our music has to be different because the Spirit of God is so unique; ours can't be like the
rest of the world. Ours can't be what theirs is. It can't be. Because God is not like the system. You
know, you hear all the music of the world and you can just see what is behind it. You hear the
pulsating rhythms of the Africans, expressing the restless emotions of the heathen breast. The kind of
rhythms almost delineating their apartness from God. It reflects even the nomadic lifestyle. Umph,
always beating and moving and umph, never being able to set le. The restlessness, the war-likeness,
it's all there in the music.
And you have heard the music of the East and the Orient, the sort of the snake-like dance, snake
charming, and music that sounds like to us dissonant and unresolved. It comes from nowhere and it
goes to now ere. By the way, that's a somewhat classical definition of that kind of oriental music; it
has no beginning and no end. It's no resolution. It's like, it's like their religious system, it's nirvana, it's
thinking yourself into nothingness. You never arrive at anywhere and you never come from anywhere.
There's no source an d there's no result. And the music is just as aimless as the r culture is aimless.
It's life without resolution. Listen, if there ever ought to be life where, where the hard beat of restless
rhythm is absent, and life where the non-resolution is absent it ought to be those who are Christians
because the restlessness has been removed and the resolution is in Christ. You hear the lounge
music, the barroom music of our western culture, music born in the bars and the lounges where there
was only one objective and that was seduction. The music of sensuality and sexuality and it even
gets dragged into Christianity. I remember some years ago a song, "I'm in love, deeply in love with
the lover of my soul." That's a ludicrous approach to Jesus Christ. That's a lounge approach. And

even today we hear more of that kind of music.
And then there is the blues, the blues ... the music of the South which reflects the pensive pain of
depression sung in a time of great miserable, sad, depressed, state. But that's not the life of the
believer.
And then there is rock music with its atonality. Rock with its piercing, shrieking dissonance. With its
total lack of regard for pitch. Its total lack of regard for the human voice as well as for the human ear.
Its total lack of regard for anything that is logical in musical progression. It violates the brain. It shows
the unrest, it shows the lack of direction, it shows the fact that man is trying to bypass his brain and
function on his emotions.
I do know today that there is a terrible, terrible assault on the minds of young people. And I think, my
own persona 1 conviction is, the primary agency of it in one particular way is music. You combine the
music and the TV and the movies that kids see and you'll produce a degenerate society, it's a
guarantee. And so I thought this morning, I'd just share with you some, maybe some brief insights into
why I feel like I do about rock music. I don't feel that rock music is just music. I don't feel it can be
categorized as just the music of today. I think it is far more than that. I think it is an agency of Satan.
And I think there is in the rock music scene a combination of three things that we have to be aware of;
sex, drugs and the occult.
A young man came to me this morning and said after I had mentioned this in the early service that
whenever he heard that kind of music, he came out of a life of that kind of involvement, he felt a
tre-mendous urge to get drunk or to go back to drugs. So, he would immediately have to turn it off. But
this, I think, is the kind of thing we are dealing with. There is a, there is a sexual, occultic, druginducement connected to this kind of music. It's gone past the point of just being music. And, to try to
help you understand what I am saying, let me just give you some information regarding some of the
more popular rock groups that you may not be aware of.
And one of the individuals who is very popular in rock is a man called Ted Nugent. Most of you
probably don't know Ted Nugent from anybody but a lot of the kids will know him and all of the kids
have heard him. Ted Nugent said and I quote; "Rock is the perfect primal method of releasing our
violent instincts, I like to rape an audience." end quote. And, by the way, at one of his recent concerts,
that's exactly what happened, there was a riot after the concert and twelve people died. His latest
album is called, Scat ... one of his latest, I should say, is called CAT SCRATCH FEVER and on the
cover it has himself all clawed up because his particular bent is sadomasochism. There's a group
called ZZ TOP that travels with a hundred thousand dollar stage, two hundred and sixty speakers with
forty thousand watts of power, a longhorn steer, a one-ton buffalo, four rattlesnakes and a timber
wolf. And all of this stuff is somehow connected with some of their devilish practices and they sing a
song, "Beer Drinking, hell raising, Jesus left Chicago, jumped in the muddy Mississippi, and turned

the water into wine." Now that's a direct assault from Satan on the dignity and character of Jesus
Christ.
Rod Stewart, very, very popular, had a number one hit that is so filthy I couldn't even repeat it here,
yet every one of the teenagers have heard it a hundred times.
The Rolling Stones sing a song, "I Gave You Diamonds, You Gave Me Disease." This is the kind of
thing we're facing. JEFFERSON STARSHIPIS Grace Slick, who is well-known to kids, had an
illegitimate child and named it God.
DOOBIE BROTHERS, who have a huge poster, a huge billboard on Sunset Strip, promote dope in
their songs. CHEECH AND CHONG, all the kids know about them, are two men who sing such vile,
filthy, four-letter words that they are not repeatable and they get $30,000 a night to do it. According to
one source, even Elvis Presley when he died, his body was so pockmarked from the needles held
used in drugs that there was no place to put a syringe.
Now these are today's heroes, see. These are the today hero. We have homosexual groups, one is
going to be performing on television tonight, they've been advertising it and I was watching a football
game yesterday and they kept advertising this group called QUEEN. There's the EDGAR WINTER
GROUP. DAVID BOWIE, who, by the way, is from England and one year was voted the number three
male singe r in England and the number one female singer, both in the same year.
You know, we kind of chuckle at that but that's really not very funny. That's really... shows you the
perversion to which it goes. I can't tell you some of the things that I know, I mean, I can't say it here, I
just wouldn't assault your minds with it, but DAVID BOWIE says, quote; "Rock has always been the
devil's music. It lets in the baser elements." You see, they know the source of that stuff.
The worst of all the popular groups is KISS. The group itself even acknowledges that the initials
K.I.S.S. stand for Knights In Satan's Service. They're demonic if ever any group was. Peter Krist of
KISS said, and I quote; "I find myself evil. I believe in the devil as much as God, you can use either
one to get things done." It's almost...in fact, one disc jockey said that he believed that if KISS decided
to levitate the building the concerts were held in, they could do it.
GENE SIMMONS, who is the lead singer in KISS says; "Cannibalism has always been of interest to
me, I've always wondered what human flesh taste like." And, by the way, they have been involved in
all kinds of Satanic rituals. They now put out comic books, I don't know if you've seen the new KISS
comic books for ages 9 to 11 year old kids. And for a promotional gimmick, they drew blood from all
the members of KISS and smeared it on the printing plate so the comics would be printed in the blood
of the members of the group.

ALICE COOPER, it's hard to imagine anyone more degenerate than that individual. And I wouldn't
even tell you some of the things he does. He said, quote; "I went to a séance and a spirit promised
me world fame if he could possess my body." end quote. He has a six-foot Bo Constrictor, he slits his
neck and drinks his blood and then he sings a song called "Dead Babies," and while he does he
hacks a life-like doll to pieces.
And DONNY and MARIE, who seem so innocent, have an album called THE PLAN which is the
Mormon theology set to music very subtly.
Many of them are into the occult. JIMMY PAGE who is the lead singer of LED ZEPPELIN runs the
largest occult bookstore in England. The EAGLES have a song, "She's got demons, she's got desire,
I'm searching for the daughter of the devil himself." And so it goes.
If you wanted to become a member of the BLACK SABBOTH fan club you could send them your
money and they would send you a tee shirt and on the front of it, it has 666.
Now you can't tell me that kids can have their brains assaulted by this incessantly and not have an
effect. They advocate drugs, they advocatte sex. They sing songs ... one of the songs that is, it's so
popular it's just...it's on the number one on the charts, it's a song that talks about a love affair as if it
were a man and an angel. And the way it is connoted is so vile it's unbelievable and yet it was
number one on the charts for two months and every kid in this place must have heard it if they hear
that kind of thing. It's sexual, it's occultic and it's demonic and it's drug oriented.
One of the albums that was put out by one of the groups, I can't remember whether it was CHEECH
AND CHONG or one of the other ones, had in it the largest piece of marijuana paper in the world so
that kid could roll the biggest joint ever.
So this is the kind of thing that's being promoted through this and I just think that ah... and, you know,
people say - Well, if it's Christian, you know, if we can get the Christian rock, and my response to that
is why would we want to identify with that medium at a 1? Why would we want to identify with the
vehicle that is characterized by sex, the occult and drugs? I can't see the point. That's not how you
reach people on their own ground; you take them from where they are to where they ought to be.
So, I really think it is important, parents, that you be aware of these kind of things and that's the
reason I say what I say. And I didn't even give you a fiftieth of what we could talk about, that would
literally stand your hair on end if you knew what they were saying, in those things. And the Bible says
"Whatsoever things are honest and whatsoever things are pure and whatsoever things are lovely and
whatsoever things are of good report, if there be any virtue, if there be any praise, do," what? "Think
on these things." And the Bible says, "Guard your heart for our of it are the issues of life." And if we

don't protect our minds from the assaults of Satan, you know, we're not going to be able to - to defend
ourselves when all of a sudden we see the slide begin to come. I think one of the contributing factors,
major contributing factors to the degeneracy of our society and to the corruption of teen-agers is this
constant assault of music that's going on. And it isn't simply enough to say it's the music of their day,
you ought to be a little more discriminating than that and you ought to be a little more careful as to
what you tolerate in your house or what you allow your children to be involved in. And, kids, I'm just
telling you this because I love you and care about you. And I don't want you to be exposed to Satan.
That's a loser.
Howard Hansen who is connected with the famous Eastman School of Music said, "First, everything
else being equal, the further the tempo is accelerated in music from the pulse rate toward the upper
limit of practical tempo the greater becomes the emotional tension." Isn't that interesting? The more
you accelerate tempo beyond the pulse rate the higher the level of emotional tension. Further he
says, "As long as the subdivisions of the metric units are regular and as the accents remain strictly in
conformity with the basic patterns, the effect may be accelerated but will not be disturbing." In other
words, you can speed it up as long as the beat and the pattern is normal. He then said, "Rhythmic
tension is heightened by increase in dynamic power." What he means by that is the louder it is the
more tension it creates. So there is a balance in loud. God likes loud voices; I'm not sure He likes
loud buttons, in all cases.
So, what's the moral of rock music? Turn up the volume. And I tell you, I went into a place one time
where they did that and I got out of there in five minutes, I was going crazy in there. I couldn't think.
Turn up the volume, speed up the tempo, make the beat irregular, go from extreme high to extreme
low, have no relationship to pitch, scream and shriek, you'll go right by the brain, you'll induce
emotional tension, then into the emotional tension add evil words and evil thoughts and the result is
evil deeds, in a mixed up, confused, degenerated mind. And that is essentially rock music.
There's a place in Denver called Temple Beul College where they did a study on the effect of rock
music and they did an interesting... several studies but one I thought was very interesting. They took
some petunias and they had an identical, an identical environment for the petunias. In one little
category they put the petunias and they put some beautiful music, some very lovely classical music
that was written by men who were approaching the mind so that the mind could appreciate music as
well as the emotion, beautiful music. And the other one they put acid rock, hard rock music, put the
same amount of plants into the same temperature, the same controlled environment. And the
beautiful music they found in two or three days all the plants had bloomed and grown t ward the
speaker. In the rock category they all grew away and died, three days. They were all dead. And they
went on to do further experiments and they found out that which was generated in terms of waves
coming out of that music actually destroyed the very tissue in the plants. That was never God's
design. God has put into music the same kind of logical sequential things that He does in everything
else.

Listen, confusion is never authored by God, order is authored by God. God is not the author of
confusion. But of peace. "Let all things be done decently and in order," and all things would include
even music. Listen, one of the, one of the brightest music minds I've ever known just by this
statement alone said this; ,Music represents the passions of the soul and if one listens to the wrong
music he will become the wrong kind of person." You know who said that? Aristotle. That's nothing
new. They knew that centuries ago. And, by the way, that was before...Aristotle said you could listen
to the wrong kind of music and become the wrong kind of person... that was centuries before anybody
even invented four-part harmony. That was strictly unison music that could corrupt you. Rhythms and
so forth. And now with the capability of four-part harmony, eight-part harmony and the lush, sensual
sounds and the amplification, it's incredible the impact and the power that this stuff has. That's not our
music, is it?
I'll never forget, and I'll close with this, wandering through a little town, high up in the Andes, in South
America, land of Ecuador. We had driven along in a four-wheel drive Travel-all with the Schuberts
and we had seen the llamas grazing all over the sides of the mountains and Indians all over the road,
dirt road. Came to a little village, Ken said, “I want to show you the village.” So I said, “Okay.” So we
got out and we walked through the little ... all the little houses were made out of mud, just little mud
places. And the ... down the middle, the little walk... the street was like this out of mud and all the
sewage ran right down the middle, it was kind of depressing place. Very, very primitive. And they had
nothing except animals and just what they could grow in the land there, they're way up in the Andes,
15,000 feet. And so we walked through this little village and we saw the people and they eat little
guinea hens that are crawling all over every place. They just grab them and psst, snap off their necks
and throw them in the pot and keep the pot boiling all the time and when you are hungry you eat. And
as we got to the end of the little village and here was nothing more than mud huts, that's all there
was, all of sudden I heard some singing. And it was amazing. Because I recognized the tune, it was
"What a Friend we have in Jesus." But I didn't understand the words too well. And we got closer and
closer and we came to a little tiny building with no windows, made out of mud with a thatched roof.
And Ken said, “Come around to the front.” We went around to the front and there were, no one was
sitting down. Everyone was standing because that's the only way they could all get in. They were
standing like this, just like in a sardine can. And they were spilling out the door and sitting all around,
and they were singing loud as they could, "What A Friend We have in Jesus," in their own language.
And I thought to myself, “you know, how interesting. Because that is western music, that's not music
born out of the native Indians of the Andes Mountains, they don't know that music.” But you know, it
was amazing to me what had happened there was, some people had been there for years and years
and years and nothing ever happened, they never had any results, nothing ever happened. And
finally the Spirit of God broke through and those Indians became Christians just rapidly, just a
wholesale revival broke out and Indians were being saved all over the place and they just, they built a
little church and finally they had to stand in it, just like this, the whole time. And they stood there and
sang one hymn after another, after another, after another. And I thought to myself, you know, there is

one thing Christians have in common, we all have a new song when we come to Christ, don't we?
That wasn't the song the rest of the people in their village sang. It was a new song. It expressed a
new dimension of living.
Well, that's one of the first things that happens in a Christian's life. Something happens inside of me
that gives me a new song. I'm so glad that God has given us that opportunity to express ourselves.
And I'm so thankful that the Lord has kind of made that first little thought there, that when we're filled
with the Spirit, the first result is to us. I'm glad for that kind of graciousness. And next time we're going
to see how it affects our relationship to Him and to everybody else. Let's pray.
Thank You, Father, again this morning for just the joy of being together, the joy of singing the song of
the redeemed with the redeemed. I want to thank you especially today for the gifted musicians you’ve
given us, for Jack Coleman and for Reggie and so many others, Mary Jane and Steve, so many,
Father, who sing and minister to us. Father, how important they are in your plan, how wonderfully
important they are as they give direction and, and they give coordination, and leadership to the song
that is in our hearts. Thank You for all those who have written the great songs in years past and eve
today. Thank You, Lord, for singing. Most of all, for Your Holy Spirit that lives in us and fills us as we
yield to Him. 0 God, help us to walk in the Spirit so that no matter what happens in life, even if we are
persecuted, even if it all falls apart, as we walk in Your Spirit, there will always be a song to sing. We
thank You in Christ's name. Amen
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