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Let's look together then at Romans chapter 10 tonight and try to wrap up this great chapter. Now of
all the nations ever to occupy the earth, the most privileged nation is Israel. That marvelous privilege
that is given to Israel to be God's unique people is especially identified for us in chapter 9 verses 4
and 5. And in those two verses the apostle Paul reminds us of the great benefits given to Israel. First
of all, adoption, a divine act by which that nation as a whole became the child of God for blessing
and inheritance, became uniquely the heirs of God's grace. And then they received not only the
adoption but the glory. That is the presence of God, the Shekinah glory, God in their midst to dwell
with them and guide them and lead them. And then they received the covenants. The covenants
were those documents, those statements by God through which He established an abiding
relationship with His people. We could almost say in substitute for the word "covenants," a
relationship with God. And then he says, you received the giving of the law, the revelation of God's
will, the path of blessing, the truth, which obeyed, brings great blessing. And then he says you
received the service, that is the means of access to God, the system of ceremonies by which they
could enter into intimate fellowship with Him. And then the promises which basically are resolved in
the Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ, His kingdom, His land and His throne.
And so, God has placed upon this people the greatest of blessings ever given to any nation.
Scripture tells us that He chose Israel for three reasons. Reason number one was to witness to the
unity of God. The world worshiped many deities, many gods. And God called out one people to affirm
in the world that there was only one God. And Israel was that nation to witness to the unity of God.
That's what it says in Deuteronomy 6:4, "Hear O Israel, the Lord is one, the Lord our God is one
Lord."
Secondly, Israel was chosen to preserve and transmit the Scripture. Not only to witness to the unity
of God but to preserve and transmit Scripture. Given unto them, says Romans 3:2, were the oracles
of God to preserve and transmit.
Thirdly, Israel was to be the channel for the Messiah. It was through that nation that God would bring
the Savior of the world. So, here is a tremendously privileged people, greatly blessed. And as we
have been learning in our study in Romans and in our study in Matthew, the sad reality is that Israel,
so privileged, is now rejected by God. Israel, so blessed, is now removed from the place of privilege.
And that's why things are so exceedingly difficult for that people.
Do I need to remind you of Matthew 23:37? Listen to what it says again, a very important text. "O
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets and stonest them who are sent unto thee, how
often would I have gathered thy children together even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her
wings, and you would not. Behold, your house is left unto you desolate."

In other words, the Lord Jesus said to them because you would not respond, because you would not
believe, because you would not embrace the Savior, you are left to desolation. And that's what
happened. And since the time they rejected the Lord Jesus Christ, the history of Israel has been a
desolate history. God removed blessing. God took away His protection and let sin and Satan have its
course. And, of course, Satan works overtime on Israel because if he can exterminate them he can
thwart God's ultimate plan for the kingdom of the Savior, which is a kingdom involving Israel. So
Israel then, in rejecting the Messiah brought upon itself an unending holocaust of judgment, which
will culminate in the time in the future known as the Great Tribulation.
But during this period of time Israel is blinded, Israel is scattered and Israel is persecuted. These
Jews who have been living in unbelief since the time of Christ, except for a remnant that's been
called out of each generation, but the nation itself that has been living in unbelief since the time of
Christ has wandered all over the earth, scattered and hated and persecuted. And I suppose again we
have to ask the question why. And the answer, first of all, as we learned in Matthew 23, is because
they rejected the Savior. But then we might ask another question. Why did they reject the Savior?
And the answer to that is that they loved their sin more than they loved righteousness. Their deeds
are evil, says John 3. And they don't want to come to the light lest their deeds should be reproved.
They love darkness rather than light. They loved their sin, they didn't want to give it away.
Now this isn't anything new for Israel. This didn't just happen in the time of Christ. You can go all the
way back to Moses and Moses at the very outset of dealing with the nation of Israel said he is
dealing with a stiff-necked people. That is to say they were rigid and unbending and unwilling to
change and respond. He was continually confronting them about their murmurings and their
complainings and their hardness of heart. In fact, in Deuteronomy 9:13 the Scripture says, "I have
seen this people and indeed it is a stubborn people." And the command came to them, "Circumcise
your hearts and stiffen your necks no more," Deuteronomy 10:16. They were a stubborn, stiffnecked, hard-hearted people.
And you leave the time of Moses. You come, for example, to the time of the judges and you read in
that period of time that everyone did what was right in his own eyes. They were a very self-centered,
a very self-indulgent people. The most often quoted Old Testament text... I'll say that again, the most
often quoted Old Testament text, the one quoted more than any other Old Testament text in the New
Testament is Isaiah chapter 6 verse 9. This is the commonest description of Old Testament Israel,
and this is what it says, "Go and tell this people, hear ye indeed but understand not, see ye indeed
but perceive not, make the heart of this people fat, make their ears heavy and shut their eyes lest
they see with their eyes and hear with their ears and understand with their heart and be converted
and be healed." In other words, the most common description of the people of Israel stated in the
New Testament is that they are deaf and blind and hard-hearted and unresponsive. They reject the
things of God.
And so it's not anything new we're dealing with in the time of Christ. It's not anything new we're
dealing with in the time of Paul. They are a stiff-necked, hard-hearted people. In fact, in that Isaiah
passage a very interesting Hebrew word is used. It's the word heshaa. It means to smear over and it
describes their blindness as if it were a sticky secretion that has oozed out of their eyes and stuck
their lids together. They're a blind people.
You come into the New Testament and that blindness is mentioned again and again and again. And
so this hard-hearted, stiff-necked, stubborn, callous, blindness, reaches its zenith in the rejection of

Jesus Christ. As centuries and centuries and centuries of stiff-necked, stubborn, hard resistance to
God culminates in an inability to discern the Messiah and a rejection of Him. And Jesus on the cross
looks out over them and says, "Father, forgive them for they know not what they do." That's right.
They didn't know what they were doing. They didn't know it was the Messiah, they didn't know. They
couldn't know. They were blind, so ignorant, so unbelieving, so in love with their sin. And that's why
Jesus said to them so often, "I would have gathered but you would not." Self-imposed ignorance.
Now that's the theme of Romans 10, self-imposed ignorance. They were ignorant. It wasn't that they
didn't have the truth. It was they rejected the truth. It wasn't that it was not available to them. It was
that when it was available they refused to see it. And they cultivated a kind of blindness from which
they never could extract themselves.
Now in the tenth chapter of Romans then, Paul is dealing with the whole matter of Israel's blindness.
He is dealing with the fact that they have missed the Savior, they have missed the Messiah, they've
missed the Lord Jesus Christ and they've done it because of their tremendous ignorance,
tremendous ignorance.
Now remember what I told you many times before. Paul has to deal with this in this epistle to the
Romans because he can't get by this hurdle. He's presenting justification by grace through faith and
somebody's going to say, if this is really the truth, this new covenant, this new message is really the
truth, this message which contradicts the old truth, if this is really it, then why doesn't Israel believe it,
because they're the people who have always received the Word of God? And it was obvious that
they were rejecting it. It was obvious the Jews had rejected Jesus Christ and had Him crucified. If
this is the truth from God, how is it that the people of God have rejected it? How can it be? And so
Paul, in order to defend his doctrine of justification by grace through faith, has to explain the unbelief
of Israel. And that's exactly what he's doing in chapter 10.
In chapter 9 he showed how the unbelief of Israel was already fit into the plan of God, so it didn't
surprise God. It didn't thwart God's plan. He already had knew it. He already had planned it into the
plan. And now in chapter 10 he describes how it is that they could be so ignorant and why they reject
it. Let me give you just a quick review.
First, he says they were ignorant of the person of God. Verse 3 says they were ignorant of God's
righteousness. They didn't know how righteous God was. They didn't know how holy He was. They
were ignorant of His person. They thought He was less than He was; they thought they were more
than they were. And they found a common ground. They pulled God down, pushed themselves up
and thought they satisfied Him. It wasn't the true God. They didn't know how righteous He was. They
invented a God less righteous that they could come up to His level. So they were ignorant of the
person of God.
Secondly, they were ignorant of the provision of Christ. Verse 4, they didn't know that Christ
ended...Christ ended a law righteousness for anyone who believed. They didn't realize that Christ
made a provision through which salvation came by grace, not works.
Thirdly, they were ignorant of the place of faith. And from verse 5 to 10 he points that out. And it
culminates in verse 9, "Confess with thy mouth and believe in thine heart that God hath raised the
Lord Jesus from the dead and you will be saved." They didn't understand the place of believing, the

place of faith. And we said at the time we looked at that that saving faith is more than merely
believing something is true. It's more than believing it's true; it is committing your life to it, committing
your life to the sovereign rule and reign of Jesus Christ.
And then fourthly, and this is where we are now, Israel was ignorant of the proportions of salvation.
Having affirmed the place of faith in 9 and 10, in verse 11 through 18 then he discusses the
proportions of salvation. He says Israel was ignorant of the extent, how far-reaching salvation was.
Now let me just give you the key to understanding this section. Many Jews in the past and many
Jews in the present reject Christ because of who accepts Christ. Can you understand that? In other
words, it's very difficult for Jews to accept Christianity because so many people who are Gentiles
have accepted it. And they cannot understand that God would give to them truth through Gentiles, or
give it first to Gentiles, as it were, and then to them. In fact, the whole idea that God has a covenant
that embraces Gentiles equally with Jews is something they just find unacceptable. And so Paul
explains that one of the reasons for their unbelief and their ignorance was they didn't understand the
proportions of salvation. They didn't understand, look at verse 11, that the Scripture said in Isaiah
28:16, "Whosoever believes on Him shall not be ashamed."
In other words, "whosoever" is what you want to underline there. They didn't understand that
salvation was a whosoever proposition. Verse 12, they didn't understand that there was no difference
between the Jew and the Gentile. They didn't understand that the same Lord over all is rich unto all
that call upon Him. And they didn't understand that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord
shall be saved, that's Joel 2:32. They should have understood it because it's in their own Old
Testament text. And he quoted twice from it, Isaiah 28:16 and Joel 2:32. But the point was, they
didn't understand that. In other words, they wouldn't accept it. It was a willful ignorance, will not
tolerate a covenant which embraces Gentiles equally to us. And we talked, didn't we, about Jonah,
who found it almost too bitter an assignment to conceive of to go preach salvation to Gentiles in
Nineveh and he tried to escape, going the other direction and the Lord had to send him through a
fish and back to the shore and back to Nineveh. And when he preached and the whole town
repented, he wanted to die because of all those Gentiles who were getting in on God's blessings.
So they had a problem with that and here Paul shows that the proportions of salvation were of great
distress to them. Now having established the proportions in verses 11 to 13, he then shows how God
sent the message out. You remember verse 14? "How then shall they call on Him in whom they have
not believed and how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they
hear without a preacher, and how shall they preach except they be sent?" And the whole point here
is you can't believe unless you hear a message, you can't hear a message unless somebody gives it,
you can't give a message unless you've been sent, you can't get sent unless somebody sends you.
And the whole idea is that God sent preachers. In other words, God has sent preachers far beyond
Israel. God has sent preachers across the world with a message of salvation to Jew and Gentile.
That's what Paul says in Romans 1, "I'm not ashamed of the gospel of Christ for it is the power of
God unto salvation to (What?) everyone that believes, the Jew first (chronologically), and also to the
Gentile." That's chronology not racial priority.
In other words, the gospel always is extended to all. And the crown of his argument here is that the
gospel has been sent out by God. God is the sender. And the message is gone everywhere, even
beyond Israel. As it is written, verse 15 says, "How beautiful are the feet of them that bring glad
tidings of good things." All who have heard the gospel can celebrate the beauty of that message.
And he pictures that, of course, from Isaiah, you remember, 52:7 where he borrows that quote and

it's saying the gospel has gone out and all who have heard it have said how beautiful are the feet of
those that preach it. And that's sort of a euphemism for how wonderful these people are who bring
the message to them. So the gospel includes all. That's why Jesus said, "Go into all the world and
make disciples," right? Go everywhere. That's why Jesus, in speaking to the disciples, said, "You will
receive power after the Holy Spirit comes on you, you'll be My witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea,
Samaria and (What?) the uttermost part of the earth."
And so there's a wide-open call and this was a real problem to the Jew, a real problem. But there's
even a greater problem in verse 16, and let's pick it up at that point. In spite of such a wide call, in
spite of such an extensive invitation, they have not all obeyed the gospel. That's the problem,
disobedience to the saving message. They haven't obeyed it. Again we note here, please, that
there's no absolute determinism here. In salvation there must be volition, there's choice on our part.
You can't come up with a lopsided theology that puts everything on God's side and does not allow
within God's plan and within God's power and within God's sovereign grace for human response.
There has to be that. And he says, look, I have sent messengers out who have preached all across
the world. The problem is not all have obeyed the gospel. They haven't had a right response. The
word to “obey” is hupakouō. We get “acoustics” from it. It means “to hear,” and hupo means “under,”
to hear under. To hear under means to get under somebody in submission like a servant, to line up
under somebody. They have not heard it submissively with a heart of obedience. It is a rich word,
beloved, by the way, and it implies that salvation has inherent in it obedience. It has inherent in it
submission to Christ. And that's obvious if you study Scripture. In all the messages of salvation there
is a sense of obedience. In other words, it isn't just believing. It is affirming that I will line up under
and obey, that I will submit.
In Acts chapter 6, a couple of scriptures just to sort of enforce this point, it says, "And the Word of
God increased and the number of the disciples multiplied in Jerusalem greatly," of course at the
preaching of the apostles and the early deacons, "and a great company of the priests,” listen to this,
“were obedient to the faith." That is a synonym for salvation. To be saved equals to be obedient to
the faith. There is no such thing as salvation apart from obedience, apart from hearing under, apart
from submitting oneself to the Lord.
In Romans chapter 1, follow along with me now. This is a very important point. Romans chapter 1
verse 5, Paul says that God, His Holy Spirit, has empowered Paul, and in verse 5 he says, "By whom
we have received grace and apostleship." Alright, Paul, you have grace and you have apostleship. In
other words, God has graciously sent you out. What for? "For obedience to the faith among all
nations." Here's one of those preachers that God sent and He sent him not just to the Jew but to all
nations. And He sent him to preach obedience to the faith, obedience to the faith. A very important
concept again, that saving faith implies submission...submissive obedience.
In Romans chapter 2 verse 8 there's another description of those who are truly righteous. It says,
"Unto them who are contentious and do not obey the truth but obey unrighteousness, indignation and
wrath, tribulation and anguish upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first and also of the
Greek." And again he says the same message goes to all and to those who do not obey the truth but
obey unrighteousness. The point is this people, salvation is a step into obedience to the truth. And
being unsaved is not to obey the truth. It is not simply believing as if that's all there is to it. Oh yes, I
believe in God, I believe in Jesus, I believe. It is believing and submitting obediently. You can't get
around that in the Scripture.

In Romans 6:17 would you notice, "God be thanked that whereas you were servants of sin..." Look
how he describes their salvation. "You have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you
were delivered," is the Greek text. You have obeyed. And in verse 16 he calls it the obedience unto
righteousness. And again, salvation is marked out by the term "obedience."
Look at 2 Thessalonians for a moment, chapter 1 verse 8, and here he talks about the coming of
Christ who is going to judge the ungodly. He says, "The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven
with His mighty angels," and now verse 8, "in flaming fire, taking vengeance on them that know not
God,” now watch this, “and obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ." You see, receiving the
gospel has inherent in it obedience. In other words, I submit myself to the leadership, the headship,
the lordship of Christ. I will obey.
Hebrews chapter 5 verse 9, one of the great sections in all of Scripture, describes Christ and says in
verse 9, "He was made perfect and He became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that
believe." Is that what it says? "Unto all them that (What?) obey,” unto all them that obey. That's
always the mark, always the mark.
Well, I don't want to take it any further. There are other scriptures. But true faith, saving faith is
obedient faith. There's no way around that. That's biblical faith that saves. So the problem back in
10:16 of Romans — let's go back there — the problem is, they have not obeyed the gospel. They're
not all genuinely believing because they're not submitting. That's the problem. The gospel went out
beyond just the Jew. The prophets in the Old Testament and others took it beyond just the Jew.
Jesus took it beyond the Jew. The apostles took it beyond the Jew. It extends to the farthest corners
of human life but not all obey. In fact, he quotes from Isaiah 53:1. Look at verse 16: "For Isaiah says,
Lord, who hath believed our report?" What a statement. Isaiah says, Lord, we really can't find
anybody who believes this. The question implies that most people didn't believe it. The prophet is
looking around to see if there's anybody who believes it.
Now, by the way, if you remember Isaiah 53 you remember that Isaiah 53 is a prophecy about
Christ's death, isn't it? "He was led as a sheep to His slaughter and as a lamb before his shearers is
dumb, so He opened not His mouth," and so forth. "He was bruised for our iniquities," all of that. You
see, it's a description of the cross. And the prophet starts that description of the death of the Lord
Jesus Christ by saying, "Who's going to believe this? Where are we going to find somebody to
believe it?" The prophecy of Isaiah 53 looked forward to the coming of the Messiah, looked forward
to the death of Messiah. And this verse indicates that it will require a search to find people who
believe it. How sad. The gospel went far; most people refused to believe it.
John 12:37, listen to this, "But though He had done so many miracles before them, yet they believed
not on Him, that the saying of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled which he spoke, ‘Lord, who hath
believed our report?’" You see, they didn't believe. And Isaiah anticipated that they wouldn't believe.
So tragic, so tragic. It's still true today that the message is preached and very few believe.
Paul and Barnabas grew bold, it says in Acts 13:46 and said, "It was necessary that the Word of God
should first have been spoken to you, but seeing you put it from you and judge yourselves unworthy
of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles." Said we came to the Jews, you pushed it away, you
refused it, you rejected it; you wouldn't believe it. In the sixth verse of the eighteenth chapter of Acts
the Jews listened to the message of Christ and when they opposed themselves and blasphemed, he
shook his raiment and said to them, “Your blood be on your heads.” They opposed the gospel. Paul

shook his garment and left.
Now the word "report" in 10:16 simply means message, simply means message. You wouldn't
believe the message. And that's the real issue. So the gospel was preached to all, but not believed
by all.
Then Paul sums up his idea in verse 17, very, very familiar verse. It reads this way, "So then, faith by
hearing," stop there. We'll just take that first part. So then, faith by hearing; in other words, they have
to hear the message. We affirm that. Salvation doesn't come by intuition, it doesn't come by
meditation, it doesn't come by speculation, it doesn't come by philosophizing, it comes by hearing a
message, a message has to be given. That is an essential element in evangelism. We have to
communicate the truth. We have to communicate the facts. That's why Acts 20 says Paul gave
thorough testimony concerning repentance toward God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. It had to
be a thorough diamarturomai, a thorough testimony. We've got to have the information before we
can make the commitment. The gospel preacher is to give the message. And he says then, "Faith by
hearing and hearing” watch this now “by the Word of Christ," is the proper Greek text.
The Word of Christ, what's that? That's a message about Christ. How do you get saved? Through
faith. How do you get the message? It comes by hearing. What is the message? It's preaching about
Christ. Salvation then comes to those who hear about Christ and believe. That's all he's saying.
Now it's important for us to remember in evangelism, then, that our object is to present the message,
not to manipulate people but to present the message so that they have the proper hearing on which
faith can act. They have heard the word about Christ. So knowledge precedes faith and that's
obvious to us, although it isn't to many. I see people all the time on television who give invitations
after never presenting the gospel, who call people to believe in something they haven't even
explained. And so what happens is, people believe in believing and don't know what they believe in.
And frankly, don't believe in enough to be saved. That's the message, first of all, the message of
Christ, then the faith in that message.
So the message he says is gone out into all the world. It is a message of salvation, a message about
Christ. And he closes that thought in verse 18. "But I say, have they not heard?” Have they not
heard? ”Verily, yes, their sound went into all the earth and their words to the ends of the world." This
is a most fascinating verse. I want to show you why. It sums up his point that the message is gone to
the whole world. They've all heard it. It went out. But what he does here is quote Psalm 19:4. He
quotes it from the Septuagint, the Greek translation of the Hebrew. But nonetheless it's Psalm 19:4
and it's a fascinating use of Psalm 19:4 because it shows the universal proclamation of the gospel.
Listen, this is very important, people. People are always saying, "Well how are these people out here
going to hear and how are these people over here going to hear and how are these folks over here
going to hear? And what if they never hear? What about them?" He says, "Look, the sound of this
message is gone into all the earth and the words to the ends of the world."
What message? How can that be? Well he quotes from Psalm 19 and in Psalm 19 do you know what
David's talking about? He's talking about the stars and the heavenly bodies. He says, “The heavens
(What?) declare the glory of God and the firmament showeth His handiwork. Night unto night uttereth
knowledge, day unto day speech. Their line is gone out unto all the earth." You know it, it's this very
text. And what David is saying in the Psalm is that the stars and all the celestial bodies proclaim to
the whole earth that there is a God, right? That's what we call in theology natural revelation. But all of

the stellar bodies, all of the glory of space communicates that there is a God. And Paul borrows this
verse and says this is a symbol and this is a foreshadowing of how the gospel will extend to all the
earth, even as the testimony of the stars and the stellar bodies do. It's a marvelous truth. The
testimony of heaven, he says, is like a measuring line that marks out extent. And he uses the term,
"their line is gone out,” like a guy who marked out the extremities of an area and says the testimony
goes to the very limits of the perimeter. And here Paul says that their sound went into all the earth.
Their words to the end of the world, same idea, only he says as the stars have touched the earth with
natural revelation, the gospel touches the earth with special revelation.
In other words, God has put His knowledge in all the earth. It's just what he said in Romans 1, "That
which may be known of God is in them, that which may be known of God is around them so that if
they don't believe they are without (What?) excuse,” without excuse. And in the same way the whole
earth has given...has been given natural revelation, so the whole earth has been given special
revelation in the gospel.
Now you say, "Well how is this so?" Well I...all I can tell you is this, that this is what the Bible says,
that it's gone out into all the earth. That is to say, I believe, that to the seeking heart and the believing
heart, to the open heart, it is available, it is available. To say that it's gone out into all the earth is not
necessarily to say the fullness of all the gospel has been exposed to every single individual, but that
it is extended in such a way that where there is a seeking heart there will be a message given. And
we have to leave that with God. It's something like John 1:9, where it says that Christ is the true light
that lights every man that comes into the world. Somehow, some way God communicates His truth
beyond what we might understand. In fact, in Matthew 24:14 it says, "The gospel of the kingdom will
be preached in all the world,” preached in all the world.
And so, there is some sense in which the gospel is extended as an available truth, as an available
gospel to those who desire to know the truth, to those who desire to find the truth. In Colossians 1:6
Paul says, "The gospel which is come unto you as it is in all the world," interesting. And he may be
talking just about the world of his sphere, the world of his environment, but it's still a parallel because
even though it was available in his world doesn't mean it had touched every single individual with the
fullness of its message, it just was there available. And as they could tap into it in their world, so I
believe God is saying that there's no part of His world, that greater world, where a seeking heart
cannot find the message of truth.
So, the gospel, Paul is saying, very important here, what he's... Let me sum up verses 11 to 18 and
it's a very difficult passage to pull together. Let me sum it up this way. Paul is saying the gospel is not
just one more local sect, the gospel is not one more Roman mystery cult, the gospel is not one more
local religion, but the gospel is the good news which God has sent over all the world. That's what
he's saying. It's a whosoever thing. It goes way beyond Jews to embrace Gentiles. Whoever calls
upon the name of the Lord. And God showed it by sending His messengers all over the world. Their
line and their sound is gone out everywhere. And he's saying to the Jews, as long as you believe that
this is unacceptable to you, that you can't take a faith that belongs to others beyond yourself, then
you have bound yourself in ignorance because the truth of God extends to the whole world. And
sadly, tragically, many Jews rejected the gospel because it involved Gentiles. And many still reject it
for that same reason.
There's an interesting parallel to this in the seventh chapter of John. My head is filled with so many
different scriptures, I want to pull the salient ones. John 7:45, "Then came the officers to the chief

priests and Pharisees and said unto him, Why have you not brought Him? The officers answered,
‘Never...” They were sent to get Jesus, they said, “Never man spoke like this man.” And they
answered... “Then answered them, the Pharisees, ‘Are you also deceived?’" And listen to this, "Have
any of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed on Him?" That was the issue. Well, you talk about
cursed religious leaders. They had such power over the people. This was their defense against
Christ, "Do any of the leaders believe on Him? If the leaders don't believe on Him, it can't be so."
Jews today still reject because traditionally the Jewish leaders have rejected Christ. And for them
individually to embrace Christ is to go contrary to all their leadership. And one of the reasons the
leaders have totally rejected Christ is because they see the gospel and the Christian faith as a
Gentile religion. It's nothing new.
When Galileo was summoned before the inquisition to be tried for heresy in declaring the revolving of
the earth, you remember, Galileo discovered that? He was brought in to be declared a scientific
heretic. What he discovered, of course, was true. But the existing establishment denied it. He said to
his judges these words, "I can convince you. Here is my telescope. Look through it and you will see
the moons of Jupiter." The historian says they refused to look. They refused to look. They were so
convinced the earth did not revolve around the sun no amount of evidence would ever make them
change their mind, they wouldn't even look.
That's the way it is with Israel, they won't look. They've made up their mind. Ignorant of the person of
God, ignorant of the provision of Christ, ignorant of the place of faith, ignorant of the proportion of
salvation. They can't accept something that includes Gentiles equally to themselves.
Finally, Israel was ignorant of the predictions of Scripture, ignorant of the predictions of Scripture. By
the way, this point's already been covered all the way through the chapter, hasn't it? And Paul's been
laying out Old Testament quotes one after another, one after another, starting back in verses 5 to 10
section. And we've already seen that they really didn't know their Old Testament.
Jesus told them that on several occasions. And we see it here. They were ignorant of the predictions
of Scripture. Look at verse 19, "But I say, did not Israel know?" Didn't Israel know? Didn't they know?
Didn't they know what? Didn't they know what? Didn't they know the gospel message was a
message for the whole world? Didn't they know the gospel message would go beyond the Jew?
Didn't they know that? Didn't they know there would be Gentiles included? Sure they knew. Here's
why. First, Moses said, and when you quote Moses, folks, you're quoting the supreme authority to a
Jew. "First Moses said, I will provoke you to jealousy by them that are no people and by a foolish
nation I will anger you."
That's right, he quotes Moses, Deuteronomy 32:21. And what he is saying there is, you knew,
Deuteronomy told you that, that the day would come when God would embrace a no people, that's a
Gentile people, a foolish nation, that's a Gentile nation, and provoke you to what? A jealousy about
His relationship to them. You knew that, that was in Deuteronomy 32:21. And if you read the thirtysecond chapter of Deuteronomy, verse 5 in that chapter marks the unbelief of Israel and verse 20
marks the judgment of God and verse 21 is this verse. I'm going to turn to another people, another
nation, non-Jewish, Gentile and bless them and provoke you to jealousy.
You see, as they had given their love to another god, so God gave His love to another people. That's

right. And this prediction of Isaiah, by the way, rather of Moses, as we'll see in a moment also Isaiah,
but this prediction of Moses could find its fulfillment only in the conversion of the Gentiles through the
gospel of Christ. They were the no people brought into intimate relationship with God. And the Jews
should have remembered Deuteronomy 32, they should have repented, they should have seen the
truth of the gospel as it went to the Gentiles. You see, Jesus made this so clear to them. He kept
saying to them. Remember how in chapter 21 and 22 of Matthew He kept saying to them, "Look, I'm
going to turn from you to this other people. You don't want to come to the banquet? I'll get some
people who will come to the banquet. You don't want to serve Me? I'll find some people who do. You
want to kill My servants and kill My Son? I'll give out My vineyard to someone else who is worthy of
it." In Luke 14, "You don't want to come to My great supper? You don't want to eat this feast? Then
I'll go in the highways and byways and I'll call the lame and the blind and the halt and all the rest of
them in here."
In other words, over and over and over had Jesus said in His ministry, if you don't want the kingdom,
I'll find somebody who does. And that's what He did. That's exactly what He did. And that's exactly
what Moses said would happen in the prophecy of Deuteronomy 32:21. And it provokes them to
jealousy.
Then in verse 20 there's a second Old Testament proof text, from Isaiah, so you have the law and
the prophets here, Moses representing the law, Isaiah the prophets. Isaiah's very bold and saith, "I
was found by them that sought Me not, I was made manifest unto them that asked not after Me." By
the way, the words "very bold" mean clear, plain, easily understood. And this is a quote from Isaiah
65:1. And Isaiah said the same thing, that God says I was found by them that sought Me not, that's a
Gentile people. Not the Jews who were always seeking God, always seeking God... I was found by
some who sought Me not and I was made manifest to them that asked not after Me. You see, the
Jews sought God, sought God; that was their whole life. They have a zeal for God, Paul says earlier
in the chapter, but not according to what? Knowledge. They sought for God, they sought for God,
they asked about God, they asked about God. Never found Him. But there was a people who didn't
seek and there was a people that didn't ask and God had a relationship with them.
And then the last verse in the chapter quotes Isaiah 65:2, the next verse, so both those verses come
right out of that sixty-fifth chapter. "But to Israel He saith, ‘All day long I have stretched forth My
hands unto a disobedient and (literally) opposing people." And that's right out of Isaiah 65, really
sums it up.
Why did the Lord reject Israel and turn to the Gentiles? Because all day long He stretched forth His
hands to a disobedient and opposing people. He couldn't get them to respond. “Disobedient” literally
means to refuse to believe, to refuse to believe. They refused to believe Him. “Contrary” or
“opposing” literally means to deny or to speak against, antilegō, to speak against, to contradict. And
so, God says you were ignorant of your Scriptures. If you had known the prophecy of Moses and you
had known the prophecy and the words of Isaiah, you would have known that the day would come
when Israel would be rebellious and I would reach out to the nations. I would go beyond you to
provoke you to jealousy. And when that happened... This is what he's saying: When that happened,
when Israel didn't believe and Jesus started reaching to the Gentiles and when the church went out
to the Gentiles, a thinking, knowledgeable, believing Jew who understood his Old Testament should
have said to himself, "This is that which was spoken by the prophets. It's happening. Therefore this is
the Messiah and this is the true message." They should have concluded that. "All day long" means
patiently and continually. "Stretched forth My hands" means lovingly to embrace you, to welcome you

to intimacy and to security. A loving God has reached out to these people again and again and again
and they have resisted in disobedience.
And so, he says you are ignorant of the predictions of Scripture. You should have seen Israel's
unbelief, reaching to the Gentiles, provoking to jealousy fulfills the prophecies, this then is the
Messiah, this then is the gospel. But you were ignorant of the Scripture.
So it's a profound message in chapter 10. Israel is lost. Israel is set aside. Israel is excluded from
salvation as a nation, though as I said, individual Jews in all ages have believed and been God's
remnant. And God has gone beyond to touch the church made up of all peoples, tongues and
nations. Why was Israel lost? Now listen as I just pull this together. Because they were ignorant of
God's person, because they were ignorant of the provision of Christ, they were ignorant of the place
of faith, they were ignorant of the proportions of salvation, they didn't want to get into something that
wasn't exclusively for them, and they were ignorant of the predictions of Scripture. They should have
been able to see that this was it when they charted what happened from their own unbelief. What a
tragedy.
Now, is this ignorant unbelief of Israel permanent? Is it? Is it permanent? The answer to that question
comes in chapter 11 and the answer is what? No, and we're glad for that.
Let me close with this story. I was reading a book this week by Dr. Charles Fineberg who was my
professor in seminary. It's a book called Israel. And in the book he has an interesting little account, I
want to read it to you. A minister was preaching on Glasgow Greene in Scotland once when
someone asked permission to speak and made his way to the platform. "Friends," he said,
responding to the words of the minister, "I do not believe what this man has been talking about. I do
not believe in a hell, in a judgment or in a God, for I have never seen any of them."
He continued talking this way for awhile when another voice was heard from the crowd. "May I
speak?" The unbeliever sat down and the next man began. "Friends, you say there is a river running
not far from this place, the River Clyde. There's no such thing. It's not true. You tell me there are
grass and trees growing around me where I now stand. There's no such thing. That's also untrue.
You tell me there are a great many people standing here before me and again I say this is not true,
there's no one standing here except myself, I'm alone. I suppose you wonder what I'm talking about.
Friends, I was born blind. I've never seen any of you. And while I talk it only shows I am blind or I
wouldn't say such things. And you, you unbeliever, the more you talk the more it exposes your own
blindness."
Good speech, good speech. Israel was blind and went around saying, "It doesn't exist, it isn't so,"
and showed their own ignorance. I pray God that you don't have ignorance in that regard because
the same ignorance that condemned that people will condemn you. Are you ignorant of the
righteousness of God? His holy standard? Ignorant of the provision of Christ? The place of faith? The
proportions of the gospel call to the world? Are you rejecting Christianity because there's some
people that are Christians that you don't like and you won't accept? Are you ignorant of the
predictions of Scripture? Have you missed the prophecies that have been fulfilled to demonstrate the
truth of the gospel? You see, it's a message that relates to Israel but has wide ramifications. Let's
come before the Lord together in prayer.

So many things open to us, Lord, in the Scripture, so many things fly before our minds as we grow in
Your Word. And we thank You for the richness. And, Lord, tonight we have mixed emotion. On the
one hand it's so fulfilling to understand Your Scripture, so fulfilling to understand history and why
things are the way they are, so fulfilling to understand the unbelief of Israel because now we know
how it can be that the gospel is true and yet Israel rejected it. It was because of ignorance and that
ignorance was self-imposed because of unbelief and that unbelief was self-imposed because they
loved their sin so much. And so we know, Lord, that even today people who love their sin more than
they love You are going to be unbelieving. And in their unbelief they're not going to want to look
through the telescope. They don't want to know the truth, self-imposed ignorance. And how sad that
they'll stand and say things aren't so and all they do is show that they can't see, they can't see, for
we who know You see so clearly. We understand, we understand the person of God, we understand
as best we can how infinitely holy You are, we understand the provision of Christ, we understand that
He died on the cross for us. We see the place of faith, we understand the proportions of salvation
that it reaches across the earth to touch any and all who believe without regard for any human factor.
We understand the predictions of Scripture. We understand the prophecies fulfilled relative to
Messiah, relative to Israel, we understand.
And we thank You, Lord, that because You've taken the scales off our eyes and given us sight, we
see. We pray that no one would go from this place blind to the truth that condemns. And give us,
Lord, a great love for Israel, great compassion, to call them out of blindness into the glorious light of
their Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ in whose name we pray. Amen.
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