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I’m grateful for the widespread response this series of blogposts has generated, including all the
feedback we have received from people who disagree about certain points. Yes, a few vocal critics
have replied with mocking or misrepresentation, as if to illustrate the validity of some of my central
concerns. But most of the response we have received (including a lot of the dissent) encourages
me—because it comes from young people who seem genuinely thoughtful about the dangers I have
tried to highlight, and I trust they are genuinely committed to cultivating a thoroughly biblical
worldview.

That being said, I’d like to give a final word of encouragement to my Young, Restless, Reformed
friends: Keep reforming.

Semper reformanda (“always reforming”) is one of the enduring slogans often associated with the
Protestant Reformation. The origins of the phrase are murky and probably date from the late 1600s.
But the kernel of the idea is true enough: Until we are glorified—until we are fully, finally, perfectly
conformed to the exact likeness of Christ—we as saints individually, and the whole church
collectively, must always be reforming.

The idea is not that we should change for the sake of change. You can be sure that whoever first
penned that slogan was not urging Christians to stay abreast of every wind of earthly fashion in order
to suit someone’s shallow notion of “relevance.” Nor does the principle of semper reformanda require
us to rewrite our doctrinal standards every generation in order to keep in step with the constantly-
changing dogmas of human philosophy.

On the other hand, real Reformation is not about slavish subscription to one particular set of
seventeenth-century confessional standards—as if the magisterial Reformers or their immediate
successors reached a level of ecclesiastical and doctrinal perfection beyond which further reform is
impossible. According to that view, you’re not truly Reformed if, for example, you reject
paedobaptism or you employ musical instruments and hymns in your worship rather than strictly
limiting your singing to metrical psalms sung a capella.

John Calvin was under no illusion that the Reformation had reached its goal in his lifetime—or that it
would get there in a generation or two. He wrote,

Christ "loved the church, and gave himself for it, that he might sanctify and cleanse it with the
washing of water by the word, that he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot,
or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish," (Ephesians 5:25-27.)
Nevertheless, it is true, that the Lord is daily smoothing its wrinkles and wiping away its spots. Hence
it follows that its holiness is not yet perfect. Such, then, is the holiness of the Church: it makes daily
progress, but is not yet perfect; it daily advances, but as yet has not reached the goal. (Institutes,
4.1.17)

http://www.spurgeon.org/~phil/calvin/bk4ch01.html#seventeen.htm
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Here’s the point: the only true and valid reformation occurs as we align our beliefs, our behavior, and
our worship with the Word of God. In fact, the full, unabbreviated version of the Latin slogan is
Ecclesia reformata et semper reformanda secundum verbum Dei (“The church Reformed and always
reforming according to the Word of God.”)

God’s Word is the only true standard we have a divine mandate to conform to, and it is the ultimate
standard by which we will be judged. Success or failure in ministry therefore cannot be evaluated by
numerical statistics, financial figures, popularity polls, public opinion, or any of the other factors the
world typically associates with “success.” The only real triumph in ministry is to hear Christ say, “Well
done.”

So let me close this series with an earnest practical exhortation to my friends who are young,
restless, and Reformed—especially those who aspire to positions of leadership and influence in the
church:

Don't squander your good theology and your opportunity to make an impact by selling out to
stylishness, self-promotion, or mere popularity—thus guaranteeing your ministry a short shelf life and
no lasting influence.

The great leaders you admire from past generations—the architects of the Reformation theology you
say you love—do not occupy that heroic stance in our thinking because of their wardrobe, cultural
savvy, musical style, or ability to identify with the behavior and tastes of the unconverted.

What has given them an exalted place in our thinking is purely their clarity of doctrine, the
carefulness of their exposition, the way they exemplified virtue, and the zeal with which they served
our triune God. In short, they were wholeheartedly committed to the truth of Scripture above every
other value, goal, or pastime.

In other words, their influence endures precisely because they transcended the shifting
preoccupations of human style.

Now let’s be completely candid: Many (perhaps most) evangelical celebrities from the past half-
century or so will never be remembered like the Reformers, because they will pass away with their
own self-styled faddishness.

Whatever you do, don’t let that happen to you.
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