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“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater
works than these he will do; because I go to the Father” (John 14:12).

Many charismatic teachers look to the above verse to validate their teaching. They see it as a proof
text for the notion that present-day believers can perform miraculous signs and wonders—even more
spectacular than Jesus Himself. Reinhard Bonnke, who claims to have raised the dead, is one
prominent charismatic who subscribes to that view, and has even written a book offering his
interpretation of what Jesus meant by “greater works.”

But Bonnke’s view not only contradicts church history, it also defies Jesus’ teaching in Scripture. In
the following audio clip, John MacArthur explains the true, and far more profound, meaning of John
14:12.

One of the great tragedies of the charismatic movement’s fixation on miracles is that it drags the
focus away from biblical priorities. Rather than bring the life-transforming power of Scripture to bear
on a lost and dying world, too many charismatics long for God’s power to manifest itself in and
through their own experiences.

The Strange Fire conference will be a much-needed biblical response to the wildly unbiblical ideas
formed from subjective experience. All media from the conference can be viewed here.
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